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THEPEARLANALYSIS
JohnErnestSteinbeck

ThePearlAuthor/Context

JohnErnestSteinbeckwasbornonFebruary27,1902inhischildhoodhomeoftheSalinasValleyin

California.Inthisenvironment,Steinbeckdevelopedanappreciationforthesights,sounds,and

smellsofthenaturalworld.Theconnectionbetweenmanandnatureandtheinevitabilityofman

meetinghisdeterminedfatearetwocommonthemesinhisnovels.

Asachild,Steinbeckgrew upinasupportivemiddle-classfamily.Althoughhismother,oncea

schoolteacher,wouldhavepreferredhersontomakehiswayinadignifiedprofession,Steinbeck's

fathergavethewriterasmallallowancefrom hisownsalarysothathissoncouldpursuehiswriting

career.

SteinbeckwenttoStanfordintermittentlyforfiveyearswithouteverearningadegree,andduring

thattime,heworkedoddjobs,ofteninvolvingphysicallabor.Helikedthesejobsbecauseitbrought

him intocontactwithmenofcourage,strength,andhonesty.Headmiredthem forthesequalities

andtheirlackofhypocrisy.

Attheageoftwenty-seven,Steinbeckpublishedhisfirstnovel,CupofGold,in1929.From thatpoint

camethirteennovels,twocollectionsofshortstories,dramatizationsoftwoofhisnovels,aplayin

storyform,adocumentary,andtwovolumesofreportage,aswellasajournaloftravelandscientific

research.Hisnovelsinclude:ToaGodUnknown(1932),TortillaFlat(1935),InDubiousBattle(1936),

TheRedPony(1937),TheGrapesofWrath(1939),OfMiceandMen(1940),TheMoonIsDown

(1942),CanneryRow(1945),TheWaywardBus(1947),ThePearl(1947),EastofEden(1952),Sweet

Thursday(1954),andTheWinterofOurDiscontent(1961).

TheGrapesofWrathwonaPulitzerPrizein1940,andSteinbeckreceivedtheNobelPrizefor

Literaturein1962.AfterSteinbeckwontheNobelPrize,heceasedtowriteanysignificantfiction,but

hedidwritejournalisticpieces,includingAmericaandAmericans(1966).

DespitewinningtheNobelandPulitzerPrizes,criticsweren'tsurewhattomakeofSteinbeck

becausehisstyleseemedtochangewitheverynovel.Someconsideredthesechangesanexample

ofhisversatilityasawriter,whileothersvieweditasimmaturityandaninabilitytoestablishhisown

style.

"ThosewhohavewrittenaboutSteinbeckhavedisagreedfarmorewidely--anddeeply--thanthey

haveaboutanyotherimportantwriterofourtime....Thereisatleastonenotablecharacteristicof

Steinbeck'swritingonwhichotherwiseconflictingcriticsagree:heisamaninwhom thefacultyof
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pityisstrongandclosetothesurface....Itmayturnout...thattheessenceofSteinbeck-manand

Steinbeck-writerliesinthesetwoquiteuncomplicatedtruths:heearnestlywishestomakepeople

understandoneanotherandheisable,likeBlake,to'seekloveinthepityofothers'woe.'"

SteinbeckdiedathishomeinNewYorkCityinDecemberof1968.

THEPREFACE

ThePearlbeginswithashortprefaceinwhichSteinbeckintroducesthestoryofthegreatpearl,

alongwithhisthreemaincharacters-Kinothefisherman,hiswifeJuana,andtheirinfantson

Coyotito.Theirstoryhasbeentoldsooften,thePrefaceasserts,thatitlivesinpeople'smindsand

hearts.Thestorycanbeconsideredaparable.

NOTE:THEINTRODUCTION

SteinbeckinsertedthePrefaceto makesurereadersunderstoodthatthestoryhaduniversal

importance.Throughstylizedlanguageandthesuggestionofaparable,heindicatesthatyoushould

lookbeyondthesimpleplotinordertofindadeepermeaning.Perhapsbecausehehadbeen

criticizedforcreatingshalloworflatcharacters,thisshortintroductionishiswayofannouncingthat

thecharactersaretoberegardedmainlyassymbols.

ThePearlPlotSummary

Kino,ayoungpearldiverinLaPaz,enjoyshissimplelifeuntilthedayhisson,Coyotito,isstungbya

scorpion.ThewealthytowndoctorwillnottreatthebabybecauseKinocannotpaythedoctor'sfee,

soKinoandhiswife,Juana,areleftonlytohopetheirchildissaved.ThatdayKinogoesdiving,and

findsagreatpearl,thePearloftheWorld,andknowsheissuddenlyawealthyman.Thewordtravels

quicklyaboutthepearlandmanyinthetownbegintoplotwaystostealit.

WhilethetownspeopleplotagainstKino,hedreamsofmarryingJuanainachurch,buyingarifle,and

sendingCoyotitotoschoolsothathecanlearntoread.Kinobelievesthataneducationwillfreehis

sonfrom thepovertyandignorancethathaveoppressedtheirpeopleformorethanfourhundred

years.

ThedoctorcomestotreatCoyotitooncehelearnsofKino'spearl,andalthoughthebabyishealedby

Juana'sremedy,thedoctortakesadvantageofKino'signorance.HeconvincesKinothatthechildis

stillillandwilldiewithoutthecareofadoctor.ThedoctorthenmanipulatesKinointounwittingly

revealingwherehehashiddenthegreatpearl.Kinomovesthepearlwhenthedoctorleaves.That

night,anintrudercomesintoKino'shutandrootsaroundnearthespotwhereKinohadfirstburied

thepearl.

Thenextday,Kinotriestosellthepearlintown.Thepearlbuyershavealreadyplannedtoconvince

Kinothatthegreatpearlhehasfoundisworthverylittlebecauseitistoolarge.Thiswaytheycan

purchasethepearlforalowprice.ButwhenthebuyerstrytocheatKino,herefusestosellthepearl

andplanstotraveltoanothercitytosellatafairprice.Hisbrother,Tom Juan,feelsKino'splanis
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foolishbecauseitdefieshisentirewayoflifeandputshisfamilyindanger.Kinoisnowonhisown,

althoughhedoesn'tknowityet.

JuanawarnsKinothatthepearlisevilandwilldestroyhisfamily,butherefusestothrowitaway

becauseitishisonechancetoprovideadifferentlifeforhisfamily.Thatnight,Juanatakesthe

pearlandtriestothrowitintothesea,butKinostopsherandbeatsher.Onhiswaybacktotheirhut,

Kinoisattackedandhekillsthemaninself-defense.Juanagoestogathertheirthingsandescape

andfindstheflooroftheirhutcompletelydugup.Whileshe'sinsidethehutgettingthebaby,

someonelightsitonfire.

Kino,Juana,andCoyotitohidewithKino'sbrotherforadaybeforeembarkingontheirjourneytoa

newcityunderthecoverofdarkness.Whiletheyarerestingduringtheday,Kinodiscoversthatthere

aretrackersfollowingthem.Heknowsthattheywillstealthepearlandkillhisfamilyiftheycatch

them.Toescape,KinoandJuanatakethebabyandruntothemountainswheretheyhideinacave

atnightfall.Thetrackerscampjustbelowtheridgewheretheyarehiding.Kinosneaksdowninthe

nighttokillthetrackers,butbeforehecanattackthem,Coyotitocriesout.Thetrackers,thinkingit's

acoyote,shootatthedarkcavewhereJuanaandCoyotitoarehiding.Astheshotisfired,Kino

springsonthetrackersandkillsthem all.Unfortunately,Coyotitowaskilledbythefirstgunshot,and

Kino'sjourneywiththepearlendsintragedy.

Realizingthatthepearliscursedandhasdestroyedhisfamily(asJuanaforewarned),Kinoand

JuanareturntoLaPazandthrowthecursedpearlintothesea.

SETTING

TheeventsofThePearltakeplaceonanestuary(themouthofariver)somewhereonthecoastof

Mexico,inthefictitioustownofLaPaz.Ifyoulookatamap,you'llseealongpeninsuladescending

from theU.S.stateofCalifornia.Thepeninsula,calledBajaCalifornia,ispartofMexicoandis

separatedfrom therestofMexicobytheGulfofCalifornia.(AnothernamefortheGulfofCalifornia

istheSeaofCortez,orCortes.)SteinbecktraveledinthisareawithhisfriendEdRickettsin1940and

describedhisexperiencesinTheSeaofCortez(1941).

GeographicalfeaturesmentionedinThePearlgivecluestothesetting.Inarelativelyshorttime,

Kinowalksfrom theestuarythroughdesertscrubtomountains.ThiswouldbepossibleinBaja

California.

Steinbeckdoesn'ttellyouexactlywhentheeventsofthenoveltakeplacebecausetheycamefrom a

legend.Althoughnodateisgiven,youaretoldthatthewitnessesofKino'sreturnwerethe

grandfathersofthepresentvillagers.IfSteinbeckheardthelegendin1940,thatwouldsetthestory

somewherearound1900.

InordertounderstandSteinbeck'sstory,itwillhelpyoutoknowthatIndiansofMexicohadbeen

underthedominationofpeopleofSpanishdescentforsomethreehundredyearsatthetimeofthe

legend.Acivil-religioushierarchygoverned;althoughchurch(RomanCatholic)andstatewere

outwardlyseparated,theyworkedtogetherinmanyaspectsofMexicanlife.You'llseeinthestory
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howthepriestandthepearlbuyersactasalliesinthesocialhierarchy,withtheIndiansatthe

bottom oftheladder.InmanycasestheIndianscouldnotattendschoolorownland.

AlthoughSpanishculturewasimposedonIndians,theancientreligionsandotheraspectsofthe

cultureofthevarioustribessurvived.WatchforplaceswhereyoucanseethatKinoandJuanahave

mergedbothtraditions-forexample,Juana'scombinationofCatholicHailMarysandancientprayers.

OneaspectofMexicanculturethatplaysapartinthenovelisthatofmitierra(myland).The

birthplaceofanIndianhadenormoussignificance.ManyMexicans,especiallyMexicanIndians,

believedtheyweremeanttostaywheretheywereborn,andtheydevelopedaspecialattachmentto

theirbirthplace.KnowingthisconceptmighthelpyouunderstandwhatahugestepKinotakeswhen

hedecidestoleaveLaPazforthecapital.

CHAPTERI

Asanewdaybegins,Kinoawakenspeacefullynexttohissleepingwife.Heiscontentwithhisworld

andhearstheSongoftheFamilyplayinghappilyinhismind.Itisanindicationthatalliswell.

NOTE:THESONGSANDWHOLENESS

ThroughoutThePearlyouwillreadaboutvarious"songs"thatplayinthemindsofSteinbeck's

characters.SuchsongsincludetheSongoftheFamilyandtheSongofEvil.Theseareancientsongs

thathavebeenpasseddownbygenerationsofIndians.Steinbeckusesthem toshowthetraditional,

almostinstinctualresponsesofhischaracterstotheirenvironment.Whenthingsarehappy,they

heartheSongoftheFamily.Whenevilthreatens,theyarealertedbytheSongofEvil.Kino'ssongs

oftenmarkoccasionsofcelebration:hecelebratesthemorningandtheexistenceofhisfamily;he

celebrateslifeand itsevents.ThesongswereindividualpartsoftheWhole.Thisthemeof

wholenessiscentraltoSteinbeck'sthinking:everythinghasitsplaceintheuniverse,andwhen

somethinghappenstooneoftheparts,thewholesystem isaffected.

Kinowrapshimselfintheoneblanketthatheowns,andwatchesthedawnbreakovertheGulfof

California.ThelittleIndianvillageislocatedsomewhereonthepeninsulaofBajaCalifornia,Mexico,

ontheshoreoftheGulfofCalifornia.WhileJuanapreparesbreakfastofcorncakeandpulque,Kino

watches"withthedetachmentofGod"assomeantstrytooutsmarteachotherinthedirt.Hissong

blendswithJuana'sancientsong,andtogethertheyform aunity(the"Whole").

NOTE:THEANTS

From theverystart,Steinbecktriestoshowsimilaritiesbetweenthehumanandanimalworlds.The

ants,sabotagingandoutwittingeachotherwithsandtraps,arelittledifferentfrom humanbeingson

thebattlefield,inthemarketplace,orinotherhumancompetitions.NoticethatKinodoesnothingto

altertheoutcomeofthestruggle.AmajorthemeofThePearlisman'sstrugglewithnatureandwith

thehistorical,racial,andclassdifferencesthatpreventhim from fulfillinghisgoals.Byidentifying



isabokemicah@gmail.com

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,College,HighSchool,PrimaryNotes&RevisionKits 0714497530

KinowithGod,isSteinbecksayingthatman'slifeandstrugglesarenotsubjecttodivineinterference?

Trytokeepsomeoftheselargerissuesinmindasyoureadthenovel.

Kinoreturnstohisbrushhut,aprimitiveabodewithacrudedoorwayandmatsonadirtfloor.A

streakofsunfallsontheropethatholdsCoyotito'sbox.Suddenly,thepeaceofthemorningis

shatteredwhenascorpioncrawlsdowntheropeandstingstheinfant.Kinograbstheinsectand

grindsitintothedustwhileJuanatakesherchildandsucksoutthepoison.Shewhisperssome

ancientmagicandmuttersa"HailMary,"whichshowstheRomanCatholicinfluenceinherreligious

beliefs.Coyotito'sscreamingsummonstheneighbors,includingKino'solderbrother,JuanTomas,

andhisfatwife,Apolonia.KinowatchesJuanainactionandwondersatherstrength,endurance,and

patience.

NOTE:THESCORPIONEPISODE

Thescorpionattackispartofthehumanstruggleforexistenceandparallelstheattacksbymen

lateron.Steinbeckusesthisattacktopointoutthedifficultyoflifeingeneral-thatnomatterhow

hardpeoplestruggleinlife,therealwaysseemstobeanotherproblem orobstacleintheirpath.

JuanatellsKinotogetthedoctor.Whilethismayseem likeareasonablerequest,itisactuallyan

unusualoneforanIndian.TheclassdistinctionsbetweenthepoorIndiansandpeopleofSpanish

descentlikethedoctorwereenormous.KinorealizesthatsinceheisanIndianandhasnomoney,

thedoctorwillnotcometotreatCoyotito.Hearingthat,Juanadecidestheywillgotohim.Thetheme

ofwholenessarisesagainwhenthevillagersswarm aroundJuanaandKino:"Thethinghadbecome

aneighborhoodaffair."Asmentionedearlier,theWholeisaffectedwhensomethinghappenstoone

oftheparts.

NOTE:CLASSDISTINCTION

Hundredsofyearsago,SpanishconquerorstookoverMexicoandestablishedtheirsocial,political,

andeconomicdominanceovertheIndianpopulation.TheSpaniardsandtheirdescendants,because

oftheirmoneyandmilitarypower,becametherulingclass.TheIndiansbecametheexploited,lower

class.

Thevillagers,amazedbythisdecision,followJuanaandKinotothedoctor'shouse,passingthefour

beggarswhogatherinfrontofthechurch.Steinbeckusesthebeggarstoillustratethedoctor's

character:"Theyknew hisignorance,hiscruelty,hisavarice,hisappetites,hissins.Theyknew his

clumsyabortionsandthelittlebrownpennieshegavesparinglyforalms."Throughthisunspoken

knowledgeaboutthedoctor,youcometoseetheclassstrugglethatispartofthelivesofthe

membersofKino'stribe.

EveryonesuspectsthedoctorwillnottreatCoyotito.Buttheparentsmusttryanyway.Inhisrage,

Kinopoundsagainstthedoctor'sgatewiththeironringknocker.Histhoughtsaboutthedoctorare

describedinthelanguageofoppression:weakness,fear,anger,rage,andterror.Thepoundingofthe

musicoftheenemymixeswiththesoundoftheironringpoundingatthedoctor'sgate.
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TheservantwhoanswersthecallisanIndianlikeKino,yethewillnotspeaktoKinoinhisown

language.HemakesitclearthatKinomustwaitforanansweroutsidetheboltedgate.

NOTE:ONLANGUAGE

Languageisusedhereasasignofclassdistinction.WhentheIndianservantsays,"Alittlemoment,"

SteinbeckisimplyingthatheisspeakingSpanish-unmomentito.The-itoendinggivesanounthe

meaningof"small"or"tiny."Thebaby'sname,Coyotito,means"alittlecoyote."Whentheservant

refusestospeakintheIndianlanguage,heisremindingKinoofhislowlyplace.Theincidentalso

showsthatpeopleofSpanishdescentsetIndiansagainsteachother.

Thedoctor'shome,elegantlydecadent,represents"theotherworld"andiscontrastedwiththe

primitiveIndianhuts.Thedoctor,dressedinasilkdressinggown(robe)thatbarelycovershisfat

belly,sipschocolateclumsilyfrom adelicatechinacup.Hehasthetrappingsoftherich,whereas

youhaveseenthatKinoeatscorncakeinthedirt,nearafire,wrappedinanoldblanket.Bynow,you

haveprobablynoticedthetoneofaparable,whichisdesignedtoteachasimplemorallesson.What

messageisSteinbeckcommunicatinginthiscontrastbetweenthedoctorandtheIndians?

Asexpected,thedoctor,claimingthatheisnotaveterinarian,refusestotreatCoyotito.Awaveof

shameengulfsthepeoplewhowitnessKino'shumiliation.Kinostandsatthegateforalongtime,

thenangrilypunchesit.Hestaresathisbloodyknuckles,asymbolofthestrugglebetweenpeopleof

SpanishbackgroundandIndians.Thedoctor'sinsultingrefusalshocksKinointorealizingthat

somethingdrasticmusthappenifheistoprovideforhisson'sfuture.It'snotthatKinoorhisfamily

must"change,"butthattheymustfindsomewayofexertingcontrolovertheirenvironment.Doyou

thinkthatKinoisavictim offate?Aretherechangeshecouldhavemadetoimprovehislife?

NOTE:NATUREVS.CIVILIZATION

SteinbeckusesnatureimagerytocontrasttheIndianswiththe"civilized"lifeofthetown.Thedoctor,

whorepresentsthosewhocontrolthevillage,livesinalargehomeofstoneandplaster,whileKino

andtheotherIndiansliveinanimpoverishedneighborhoodofsmallbrushhutswithdirtfloors.

Whereasthedoctordrinkschocolatefrom asilverpot,Kinodrinkspulque(afermenteddrinkmade

from afloweringplant)from anearthenjug,squattingonthedirt.Thedoctorsleepsinaplushbed,

butKinoandhiswifesleeponsimplematsthrownontheground.Yetthedoctor'shouseisgloomy

anddark,whereasKino'shutisrightonthebeautifulGulfofCalifornia.Thedoctorisfrustratedand

greedy;Kinoishappyandcontent.Thedoctorhasmoney;Kinohasnone.Thedoctorisagitated;the

Indiansareintunewithnature.Thedoctoris"refined";theIndianshavethesimple,instinctualways

ofanimals.("Allthedoctor'sracespoketoallofKino'sraceasthoughtheyweresimpleanimals.")
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Whatdoesthiscontrasttellyou?Oneideatothinkaboutisthatthefurtheronemovesawayfrom

nature,themore"unnatural"onebecomes.Andwiththismovetowardaculturebasedonmoney,

onegrowsmorediscontentwithlife,morerestrictedandtense.ThebirdsattheGulfflyfree,while

thedoctor'sbirdiscaged.Kinoisatpeacewhenthenovelbegins.Butheissoonthrownintoconflict

whenheleavesnatureinpursuitofmoneyandcivilization.Thisconflictwillpersistuntilhereturnsto

hisnaturalhabitat.

CHAPTERII

Intheopeningdescriptionofthebeach,thenarratorleadsyoureyesinlandfrom thesea.Thebeach

andthewaternearbyarefulloflife,eachcreaturelivingandgrowinginitsownwayandinitsown

place.Despitethevisionoftheseateemingwithlife,thenarratorcautionsthatintheGulf,vision

cannotbetrusted.ThehazymiragesthatoccurtherehavetaughtKino'speopleforcenturiesnotto

trusttheirvision,fortheGulfhas"thevaguenessofadream."

Kino'svillageislocatedonabroadestuarylinedwithcanoes.HeandJuanaareproudofhiscanoe-a

giftfrom hisfather,whohadreceiveditfrom Kino'sgrandfather.Itistheironlypossessionofvalue

andsymbolizestheancientIndiancivilizationthatcontinuestoguideKino.Ashissourceofincome,

thecanoeisanecessity.

Thatmorning,whenKinoandJuanacomedowntothebeach,shemakesapoultice(medicinal

compress)ofseaweedforCoyotito'sshoulder.Thisisprobablyabetterremedythanwhatthe

doctorwouldhaveoffered,yetitlacksthedoctor'sauthority.Worryingaboutherson,Juanaprays

thattheywillfindapearlinordertopaythedoctortohealCoyotito.

NOTE:

Juana'snaturalinstinctsarestrong.Shereactstothesituationsinherlifewithcompassionand

intelligence,asheradministeringofherpoulticedemonstrates.Butsheisawareofhersimplicity

anddoubtstheeffectivenessofhermethods,whencomparedwiththoseofthedoctor.Keepthisin

mindwhenyoureadofthedoctor'sactionsinthenextchapter.

Afterpushingthecanoeintothewater,KinoandJuanaworktogethertopaddletowardtheoyster

bedwhereKinofishesandsearchesforpearls.Theoysterbedhashistoricalsignificance.Steinbeck

notesthattheSpanishconquerorshadworkedthisbedandthatthepearlstakenfrom ithadgreatly

aidedthekingofSpain,financingbothhiswarsandthedecorationofhischurches.

NOTE:PEARLFORMATION

Pearlsareformedthroughanaccidentofnature.Agrainofsandbecomescaughtinsidethefleshy

foldsofanoysterand,toprotectitselffrom irritation,theoystercoatsthegrainwithlayerafterlayer

ofamilkycement.Thisprocessformsapearl.Thiscontrastbetweenthenaturaldefinitionofapearl

anditsvaluetohumansintermsofwealthisoneofthemanycontrastsSteinbeckusestotellyou

somethingsignificantaboutrealityandappearances.Itisalsooneofthemanylevelsofsymbolic

meaningthatthepearlconveys.
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Kinoknowsthatagreatpearlwillbringhim muchmoney,buthedoesnotdarehopeforsuchapearl

becauseitisnotgoodtowanttoomuch.Ashedescendsintothewater,hehearstheSongofthe

PearlThatMightBe,andinthecanoeabove,Juanamakesthe"magicofprayer."

MomentsafterKinogoesunderwater,hefindsalargeoysterinwhichthereisa"ghostlygleam."Itis

thePearloftheWorld-greatandperfectandstunning.Kino'stroublesseem tobeover.Themoney

hewillreceivefrom thesaleofthepearlwilleliminatethehumiliationsofpoverty.YetKinodoesnot

hopefortoomuchsincethatmightdrivegoodluckaway.Kino'speoplehavealwaysfeltaneedto

betactfulwithboththeChristianGodandtheoldIndiangodssoasnottoappeargreedy.Whydo

youthinktheyfeelthisway?

NOTE:SUPERSTITIONS

JuanaandKinodonotwanttooffendthegodsbyhopingfortoomuch.Ononelevelthisisa

superstitioninheritedfrom theirancestors(Juana's"magicofprayer").Butonanotherlevel,itis

consistentwiththeideaofwholeness,wherebyeachpersonplayshispartinlifeandremovesfrom

lifewhatishisdue.Thoughilliterate,JuanaandKinounderstandtheprincipleofbalance.Ifyouask

formorethanyourfairshare,youmayendupwithevenless.Noticethatthepearlgivesoffa

"ghostlygleam."Alreadythereisahintofdeath.

Kinolooksatthepearlandseesthatitcapturesthelightasperfectlyasthemoon.Hecansee

dreamsofabetterfutureforhisfamilyinthepearl.ThispassagemarksthebeginningofKino's

dreams,or"visions,"whererealitybecomesconfusedwiththeillusionofabetterworld.Hisdreams

godeep-rightthroughtohissoul-andKinowillsoonbegintoidentifyhissoulwiththepearl.Don't

forgetthewarningaboutmirages,however,atthebeginningofthechapter.Willthepearlprovea

luckyfindorsomethingquitedifferent?

WhileKinoholdsthepearlinthehandhehadsmashedagainstthedoctor'sgate,Juananoticesthat

Coyotito'sswellinghasgonedown.Thepoisonisleavingtheinfant'sbody.Kinoscreamswith

delightashelooksatthepearl,andthiscausestheotherdiverstoracetowardhiscanoe.

Byscreamingsoloudly,Kinoattractsattentiontohisdiscovery.Thissetsinmotionthereactionsof

thecommunity,eachpersonaddingtothetotalreactionofthewhole.Beforeheknowsit,Kinowill

becomealienatedfrom thepeopleofhisownvillage.Hewillbetheoutsiderwhodeviatesfrom the

naturalsystem.Andinbiologicalsystems,thedeviantisusuallypunished,sometimesbydeath.If

youwereinKino'sshoes,wouldyoureactashedid?

CHAPTERIII

Kino'svillageiscomparedtoa"colonialanimal,"withaphysicalbody,emotions,andanervous

system thatcommunicatesnewsinarapid,invisibleway.BythetimeKinoandJuanareturntotheir

house,everyone knowsthathe hasfound the Pearlofthe World.Suddenly,people become

interestedinKino.Whenthepriesthearsthenews,hethinksofcertainrepairsneededbythechurch.

Thedoctor,fantasizingabouthisyounger,happierdaysinParis,announcesthatKinoishisclient

andthatheistreatingCoyotitoforthescorpionsting.
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NOTE:THEMEOFWHOLENESS

Withthecomparisonofthevillagetoacolonialanimal,Steinbeckpresentshisideathateachperson

ispartofalargerwhole.Noeventhappenstoanindividualinisolation.Theprocessionofvillagersto

thedoctor'shousepreparedyouforthisidea.AnditisreinforcedbytheclosenessfeltbyMexican

Indianstotheirvillage.Thereisafeelingofbelonging,perhapsbecauseofvillageunityandthe

hierarchyofpower.Rarelydopeopleleavetheirvillage.

Theunscrupulouspearlbuyersaredelightedbythenews.Thoughtheypretendtobeindependent

buyerswithprivatelittleoffices,theyallworkforthesameman.Theyarethe"arms"ofhis

organization,andnothinggivesthem morepleasurethanbuyingpearlsatridiculouslylowprices.

A"curiouslydarkresidue"iscreatedwhenthepeoplethinkaboutKino'spearl.Ittapsintotheir

dreams,plans,hopes,fantasies,anddesires.Andtheonlypersonpreventingthem from fulfilling

theirdreamsisKino.Becauseofthis,hebecomeseveryman'senemy,thoughhedoesn'tknow it.

Hisdiscoveryhasprovokedsomethingthoroughlyevilinthetown,a"blackdistillate"aspoisonous

asthescorpion.Thiscomparisonofthepearl'seffectwiththescorpion'spoisonisoneofthemajor

biologicalcomparisonsinThePearl.(Anotheristhedescriptionofthevillageasacolonialanimal.)

Thepearl,onceasourceofpromiseandbeauty,hasnowbecomeanevilomen.

NOTE:GREEDANDENVY

Thepearlcausesasinisterchangeintown.Kinohasbecomea"have"inaworldof"have-nots."Asa

result,heisanoutsider,anenemy.Thepearlhasplantedtheseedsofmanydreamsinthemindsof

manypeoplewhohavebeendeprivedoftoomuchfortoolong.Theirgreedandenvycreateathreat

toKino.Inhisexcitement,Kinoisblindedtoeventsaroundhim.Buthisbrother,JuanTomas,sees

thethreatandwillwarnKinoaboutit.

Later,Kinositswithhisfamilyandfriends,admiringthepearl.JuanTomasaskswhathewilldonow

thathehasbecomerich.Kinopeersintothepearlforananswer,asiflookingintoacrystalball.He

hasavisionofaproperchurchwedding,whereheandJuanawillbedressedinfineclothes.Andhe

willpurchaseaharpoonandarifle.

Kinowantsstatusandrecognition,anditistheriflethatseemstosymbolicallybreakdownthe

socialorderthatkeepstheIndiansunderthedominationoftheSpaniards.Whileitisacceptablefor

Kinotoimaginehavingawedding,fineclothes,andotherniceties,ariflewouldordinarilybean

impossiblepurchaseforpoorIndians.ThemerethoughtofKino'sowningarifletellsyouthathehas

crossedthelinethatseparateshisoriginalsimplelifefrom thepassionforwealththatwilldevour

him.TheriflesymbolizesKino'sintentiontoceasebeingexploitedbypeopleofSpanishdescent.In

thehandsofanIndian,aguncouldchangethepowerstructure.SocouldthenextpartofKino's

dream-aneducationforhisson-sinceknowledgewilleventuallyfreetheIndiansfrom thebondsof

ignorance.Onanevenhighersymboliclevel,theriflemightbethoughtofasthefinalblowoftruth

thatallowsinnocenceandgoodnesstotriumphoverevil.ThispassageaboutKino'svisionsreminds

youthatThePearlisanallegoryinwhichconcreteobjectsoftenstandforideas.
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Atdusk,thevillagerswhisperthatthepriestiscoming.Likethedoctor,thepriestlivesintownand

rarelyvisitsthese"children."Withoutknowingwhy,KinohearstheSongofEvil,butfaintly,whenthe

priestenters.TheFathersaysKinoisnamedforagreatmanoftheChurch(EusebioKino,aJesuit

missionaryinpresent-dayMexicoandArizonafrom the1680stohisdeathin1711)andthatitisin

thebooks.Kinoisn'tsureofthisandhopesthatsomedayhissonwillknowwhatisinthebooks.The

priestwantstomakecertainthattheChurchgetsitssharefrom thesaleofthepearl.Doyouthink

SteinbeckisimplyingthattheChurchcontributestotheexploitationoftheIndians?

NOTE:KINO,THEPRIEST,ANDRELIGION

Thepriest'svisitisprecededbythesuggestionthatKinomightbepunishedfortryingtochange

things.HowareGod,thepriest,thefuture,andKino'splansrelated?Kinobelievesthathisfutureis

vulnerabletoattackbecausehehasspokenopenlyofhisplans.Infact,Kinofeelsthreatenedbythis

representativeofreligion.AlthoughthepriestappearstobeconcernedthatKinodothe"right"thing,

hismajorinterestisthepearl.Hisstiltedbiblicallanguage("thou"and"thee")ringsfalse.Andhehas

notmarriedKinointhechurchorbaptizedCoyotitobecauseKinohasneverhadthemoneytopay

fortheseservices.Doyouthinkthepriest'sactionsaremotivatedbyself-interest?Rememberthatin

theoriginalstoryKinowantstousethepearl'swealthprimarilytoguaranteehissalvationby

purchasinginadvancethemassesnecessarytoreleasehissoulfrom Purgatory.Doesn'tsucha

practiceasbuyingone'ssalvationalsosuggestthecorruptionoftheChurch?

Afterthepriestleaves,Kinostillhearstheshrillmusicofevilinhisears.Athindogwandersby,but

asKinolooksdown,hefailstoseetheanimal.ThisisanothersignthatKino'seyesareblindto

simple,everydayevents.

Thedoctorarrivesafterdark.Kinoisfilledwithhatred,rage,andfear,butletsthedoctorinwhenthe

corruptoldmansaystheremightbeadelayedreactiontothescorpionsting.Inhisignorance,Kino

doesnotknowwhattodo,buthedoesnotwanthissontosuffer.

Toplayonthecouple'sfears,thedoctorputsonagrandshow.Hegivesthebabysomepoisonous

whitepowderandsayshewillcomebackinanhour,forheknowsthepoisonwillstrikebythen.

Whenthedoctorleaves,Kinoburiesthepearlinthecornerofthehut.Coyotitobecomesverysick

again,andinanhourthedoctorreturns.

NOTE:Beforethedoctorreturns,Steinbeckinsertsanimportantdescriptionoftheestuaryatnight.

Thereisthesoundofbigfisheatinglittlefish,thefamiliarsoundofslaughter-asymbolofthe

relationshipbetweentheSpanishandtheIndians,betweentherulersandtheoppressed.

Thedoctorhasnotfooledanyone,eventhoughhegivesCoyotitoafewdropsofammoniainacup

ofwatertocalm him.Thedoctorsaysthatbecauseofhisknowledgeofscorpionpoison,Coyotito

willnowrecover.HepretendstobesurprisedthatKinohasfoundapearl,butasksquestions,hoping

thatKinowillglanceattheplacewherethepearlishidden.Kinodoesthis,andthedoctorleavesthe

hutknowingthelocationofthepearl.

Laterthatnight,KinoandJuanaareawakenedbyanintruderintheirhut.Fearingthismighthappen,



isabokemicah@gmail.com

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,College,HighSchool,PrimaryNotes&RevisionKits 0714497530

Kinohadmovedthepearl.Butheiswoundedinthescufflewiththeattacker.

Forthefirsttime,JuanabegsKinotogetridofthepearl.Shefeelsitisevilandwilldestroythem.

ButKinoresists.Heisinfatuatedwithdreamsofthefutureandrefusestosurrendertooutsiders.

NOTE:

TheshrewdandconnivingdoctorisoneofthefirsttopreyuponKino,buthewillnotbethelast.

Juana'sinstinctsaboutthepearlarecorrect,andKino'sstubbornnesswilllaunchhim onapathof

destruction.Withinthescopeoftheparable,whatdoesKino'sattitudetellyouaboutthequestfor

money?WhosesidedoyoutakeinthedisagreementbetweenJuanaandKino?

CHAPTERIV

ThisisthedayKinowillsellthepearl.EveryoneinLaPazisawareofKino'splansandwilltakepart

intheritual.JuanawearsherweddingskirtanddressesCoyotitoinbaptismalclothes.Kinosteps

outofhishutandheadsuptheprocession,accompaniedbyhisbrother,JuanTomas.ThoughJuana

walksbehindherhusband,therewillbeatimewhenshebreakscustom andwalkstogetherwithhim.

JuanTomaswarnsKinotobewareofthepearlbuyers.Theyarecheats,hesays,andwilltrytofool

him abouttheprice.HeremindsKinoofthetimesomemeninthevillagewantedtoobtainmore

moneyfortheirpearlsbypoolingthem andsendinganIndianagenttothecapitaltosellthem.Twice

theytriedit,butonbothoccasionstheagentsdisappeared.Doyouthinktheagentsranoffwiththe

money,orweretheyperhapsrobbedandkilled?

Thebrotherstalkabouttheannualsermonthatthepriestdeliversonthisincident.Heinsistsit'sa

messagefrom Godthateachpersonismeanttomaintainhisorherpositioninlife,whateveritmight

be:"EachmanandwomanislikeasoldiersentbyGodtoguardsomepartofthecastleofthe

Universe."

NOTE:

Whenyouconsiderthesourceofthissermon-thepriest-youmayconcludethatit'sastoryheusesto

manipulatetheIndians.Thereisastrongpoliticalandsocialcomponent-Godwantsyoutostayin

yourplace-andtheIndiansareexpectedtoobey.ItisverypossiblethatSteinbeckwantsyouto

regardthesermoninthesamelightasthedoctor'sremedies.DoyouthinkKinoandJuanTomas

believethepriest'smessage?

Thebrotherssquinttheireyesandtightentheirlipsinpreparationforthepearlbuyers.Thepeoplein

theprocessionknowthatthisisanimportantday,andtheyfollowKino'slead.
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Inthemeantime,thepearlbuyerssitattheirdesks,excitedaboutthemuch-discussedpearl.Oneof

them,afat,plodding man,playsdisappearing trickswith acoin whilewaiting.Thesymbolic

disappearanceofthecoinforeshadowstheepisodethatfollows.

WhenKinoarrives,thevillagerswaitoutsidewhileheshowsoneofthebuyershispearl.Thepearl

buyershavealreadyconspiredhow tohandlethebuyingofthepearl.Withalookofsadnessand

contemptforthepoormanwhodoesn'tknowthevalueofthings,oneofthebuyerstellsKinothat

thepearl,likefool'sgold,isonlyacuriosity.HeoffersKinoathousandpesos,butKinoknowsitis

worthfiftythousand.

Kino,growing"tightandhard,"feelsthecirclingofvulturesandwolves.Hehearsthemusicofthe

enemyandknowsthatheisbeingcheated.Asiftoconfirm hisprice,thepearlbuyersendsforthe

otherbuyers,claimingthattheyknow nothingofhisoffer.Thefirstmanrefusestodobusiness

becausethepearlisa"monstrosity."Theseconddealersaysitissoft,chalky,andworthless.The

thirdoffersfivehundredpesos.

Disgusted,Kinowithdrawshispearlandsayshe'llsellitinthecapital.Themen,realizingtheyhave

notfooledKino,promptlyofferfifteenhundredpesos.Theyknowthattheywillbepunishedbytheir

bossiftheydon'tpurchasethepearl.ButKinounderstandstheirschemeanddecidestoleave.

Thatevening,thevillagersdiscussKino'sdecision.Somesupporthim;othersthinkhewaswrong.

Kino,however,isterrifiedofwhathehasdone.Hefeelshehas"lostoneworldand[has]notgained

another."Whatdoyouthinkthismeans?Kinoknowsmoreabouttheworldthanhedidafewdays

earlier.Thoughheisvulnerable,hemusthardenhimselftotheattacksthatawaithim.Hisinstinctual

awarenessofthiscauseshim anxiety,asdoestheideaofleavingthevillageofhisbirth.

JuanTomasseesthatKinoistreadingonnewgroundwithoutknowingtheway.Hesaysthat,inthe

capital,Kinowillbeamongstrangersandwillbeleavingbehindhisfriendsandfamily.(Ifyouhave

beenlookingforthesymbolicmeaningofthecharacters,lookcarefullyatJuanTomashere.Doyou

seewhysomereadersthinkherepresentsthetraditionalIndianways?)OnlyJuanaseemstobeon

Kino'sside,eventhoughthepearlfrightensher.

Lateron,Kinoisrestlessandgoesforawalk.Sensingdanger,hefeelsforhisknife.Juanahearsa

scuffleandputsthebabydowntolookforarockinordertocometoKino'said.Bythetimeshe

reachesKino,hisclotheshavebeentornapartbyanattackerlookingforthepearl.Heishalf

conscious,hischeekslashed.

Juanacleansthewound,thenpleadswithKinotothrow thepearlaway.Kinocanonlyrepeathis

dream,asifrepetitionwillmakeitcometrue.HeasksJuanatobelieveinhim ("Iam aman"),then

promisestheywillleaveforthecapitalinthemorning.

NOTE:

YoumightbewonderingabouttherelationshipbetweenKinoandJuanaatthispoint.Itisclearthat

Kinohasdeeploveandrespectforhiswife.Sheiswarm andlovingandalsostrongandsecure.Yet
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withinthesocialstructureoftheirsociety,themaleistheabsoluteheadofthefamily.Doyouthink

Kinoiscomfortableasthedecisionmaker?Orwouldheprefertoshareresponsibilityequallywith

Juana?Heseemsobsessedwithhisdream and,forthemoment,won'tletanyone,includingJuana,

challengeit.

CHAPTERV

KinoawakensinthedarknessasJuanaquietlyleavesthehutwithsomethinginherhand.Enraged,

Kinofollowshertotheshore.Butwhensheseeshim coming,Juanabeginstorun.Kinograbsher

arm beforeshecanthrowthepearlintothewater.Then,hissinglikeasnake,hebeatsher.Whenshe

fallsagainsttherocks,hekicksherviciouslyintheside.ThisisthesameKinowhohadsotenderly

lovedhertwodaysearlierandhadwonderedatherstrength.

Whathaschangedhim?Whatmakesthem bothdowhattheyaredoing?Juanawantstoexposethe

dream-filled destruction she sees Kino driven toward.Butshe doesn'tfightback,because

submissionispartofherroleasKino'swife.WhenKinobeatsher,heisdefendinghismanlinessand

hisdream,forthetwohavebecomeone.

NOTE:KINO'SDREAM

Kino'sdream haschallengedthesystem.InChapterIV,Steinbeckshowedyouthereflexiveresponse

ofthetown,thecolonialanimal,tothepearl.Inthedeepeningconflict,Kinowillloseeverythingthat

connectshim tothistown.ThepurposeofChapterVistoshowKino'sisolation.Ifyoukeepinmind

themetaphor(comparison)ofthetownasacolonialanimal,thisseparationcanmeanonlyone

thing-destruction.Kino'sbattlewithJuanaforeshadowsthedeathofhisfamily.Heisnowlikethe

deviantfrom acloselyinterrelatedecologicalsystem.Heisseparatedfrom hisnaturalenvironment.

From nowon,hewilllacktheprotectionofhiskinandthestrengthofhistradition.Heisafreeagent,

flungintotheworldtofaceruthlesspredators.

Kinoisattackedagainonthepathtohishut-thistime,bymorethanoneassailant.Inself-defense,

Kinokillsoneofthem,andwiththisaction,Juanarealizesthattheiroldwayoflifeisended.She

findsthepearlinthepathjustbeforeseeingthetwomenlyingthere,oneofwhom isbleedingfrom

thethroat.ShespongesKino'swoundsandreviveshim afterdraggingthedeadmanintothebushes.

AsKinorecoversconsciousness,shetellshim whathashappened,andtheyrealizetheymustleave

thevillagebeforedaybreak.

Bykillingaman,Kinohascrossedathreshold;thereisnownoturningbacktotheoldlife.Before

this,Kinocouldhavesoldthepearlandgivenuphisdream ofchangingthewaythingsare.Inhis

questforhisdream,Kinorebelsagainstboththenaturalandthesocialsystem-andtriestoimpose
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hisownwill.ThisattemptedrevoltwillbringKinoeverclosertodestruction.

KinoinstructsJuanatoprepareCoyotitoandpacksomefoodwhilehereadiesthecanoe.Ashe

stumblesdowntothebeach,heishorrifiedtoseethathiscanoehasbeendestroyed.

NOTE:THECANOE

ForKino,asforanyfisherman,thedestructionofhisboatisanimmeasurableloss.Notonlydoesit

meanthelossofhisprizedpossessionandhismeanstoanincome,butitalsomeansthelossofa

partofhisheritage.ThepsychologicalimpactofthelossofhiscanoeisassignificantforKinoas

thedeadmaninthepathwasforJuana.Theoldwayoflifeisover.Filledwithrage,Kinonow

becomeslikeananimal,livingonlytoprotecthimselfandhisfamily.(Butnoticethateveninhisrage,

itneveroccurstoKinototakeanother'sboat.)WhydoesSteinbeckusethisanimalcomparison?

DoesKinoreallyhavetobecomelikeananimaltopreservehisdream ofabetterlifeasaman?Is

Steinbecknecessarilyimplyingthatanimaltraitsarelowerthanhumanones?

Juanascurriesdownthepathwiththenewsthattheirhutisonfire.SheandKinomakeplanstohide

inhisbrother'shouseuntilthenextnight,whentheywillleaveforthemountains.JuanTomastells

him thatthereisadevilinthepearl,butheagreestohelpKino.Hespendsthedaytellingneighbors

thatKinohasfledthevillage.From eachvisit,hereturnswithsomethingborrowedthatwillhelphis

brother-afewbeans,somesalt,andaknife.

Thatnight,beforethemoonrises,Kinosetsforthwithhisfamily.Oncemore,JuanTomasasksKino

toconsidergivingupthepearl.ButKinoanswersthatthepearlhasbecomehissoul,andthatifhe

givesitup,hewilllosehissoul.

NOTE:THEPEARLASKINO'SSOUL

Kinohasbecomesoobsessedwiththepearlthatnothingelsematters.Everybreathisdevotedto

makinghisdream cometrue,attheriskofplacinghisfamilyingravedanger.Inamaterialsense,a

persondieswhenhissoulleaveshisbody.IfKinoweretothrow awayhissoul,hewoulddie

spirituallyaswell.Hissoul-thatis,thepearlandhisdream-isallthatholdshim tolife.Whydoyou

thinkKino considersthepearlashissoul?Do you seeareligiousmeaning here?HasKino

substitutedadream offulfillmentonearthforthetraditionalChristianconceptofsalvationafter

death?Somereadersthinkthatthedream ofthepearlhascorruptedKino'struesoul,drivinghim to

sacrificehisfamilyandrejecthispast.OthersseethepearlasKino'sonlyhopefordignityasaman.

Inthissense,thepearlwouldbeafittingmetaphorforhissoul.

CHAPTERVI
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ThemomenthascomeforKinoandhisfamilytoleavetheirvillageinsearchoftheirdream.This

chaptercanbestbeunderstoodwhendividedintothreeparts:theflight,theconfrontationwiththe

trackers,andthereturn.

KinoandJuanafleetowardLoreto,thecitywhere"themiraculousVirginhasherstation."Theymake

certain,however,nottobeseeninthetownofLaPazwhere,twodaysearlier,theyhadleda

processiontothedoctor'shouse.Thereisastrongwindthisnightasthecouplego"outintothe

world."(ThesewordsmayremindyouofAdam andEveleavingtheGardenofEdenintheOld

TestamentBookofGenesis.)Kinoisgratefulforthewindbecauseitmeanstheblowingsandwill

covertheirtracks.

TheflighthasstirredsomethingprimitiveandbasicinKino,asifpartofhisancientIndianheritage

hasreawakenedinhim.Hissurvivalinstinct(akintoanimalinstinct)hasbeenrevived,andheiswary

ofattackers.

Hourafterhourthemarchproceedsuntilatlasttheycomeuponaroadwithdeeplycutwheeltracks.

Sincethewindhasdieddown,theydecidetowalkinthetracksasanaddedsafetymeasure.A

wagoncuttingthroughthesandwilleasilyerasetheirfootsteps.Thoughtheevilsofthenightareall

aroundthem,Kinohearsthemusicofthepearlinhishead.Thescreechingowlsandlaughing

coyotesdonottroublehim,sincehehastheknifeforprotection.

NOTE:

KinoandJuana'smarchtoLoretoresemblesapilgrimagetoareligiousshrine.Infact,Steinbeck

notesthatLoretoisthecitywheretheVirginMary"hasherstation."Kino'spassionforthepearl

approachesanalmostreligiousfervor.You'veseenearlierthatKinoandJuanacombineancient

IndianandCatholicprayers,thattheyrefertoGodandthegods.Hasthereligionofthepearltaken

overfrom boththesesetsofbelief?HaveallKino'sgodsabandonedhim,orisittheotherway

around?

Atdawn,afterwalkingallnight,theyfindalittlehidingspotinaclearingneartheroad.Juanasettles

intofeedCoyotitowhileKinoreturnstotheroadtosweepawaytheirfootprints.Beforelong,acart

creeksalongthepath,wipingoutallthetracks.Relieved,KinoreturnstoJuanaandsharessome

corncakeswithher.Whileeating,Kinospotsalittlecolumnofantsnearhisfoot;heputshisfootin

theirwayandwatchesthem climboverit.RecallthatinChapterI,Kinodidnotinterferewiththeants,

despitehisGod-likeposition.Nowhemakestheantsclimboverhisfoot,adifficulttaskforanant.Is

SteinbeckcommentingonGod'sindifferencetohumanstruggle?WouldGodcreateanobstacleas

carelesslyasKinoputshisfootintheants'path?

Itishotandtheyarefarfrom theGulf.KinoshowsJuanathepoisonoustreesandbushestoavoid.

Inthemidstofthesewarnings,Juanaasksiftheyarebeingfollowed.Kinoknowsthatthiswill

happenandthatitwillprovethepearl'sworth.Helooksintothepearlforhisformervisionofthe

futurebutseesonlypicturesofthepast-thedeadman,Juana'sbeatenface,andthebaby'sillness.In

anefforttoblotouttheseimages,Kinoassertsthattheirsonwillhaveafineeducation.Yetallhe
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seesisCoyotito'sface,"thickandfeverishfrom medicine."Alarmedbythevision,Kinohearsthe

musicofevilintermingledwiththatofthepearl.

NOTE:KINO'SVISIONS

Throughoutthenovel,Kinohasseenvisionsinthepearl.Inkeepingwithacinematictechnique,

SteinbeckhasusedthepearlasasortofmirrorinwhichKinoseesvisualreflectionsofhismind.

Whenheisexcitedaboutthefuture,thevisionshowshischurchwedding,fineclothes,andCoyotito

goingtoschool.Now thatheisapursuedanimal,Kino'svisionsshow onlythedark,frightening

aspectsoflife.Whatroledothesevisionsplayonthesymboliclevelofthestory?

Kinofallsasleep.SteinbeckthendescribestheimpassiveJuana,sittingwiththefliesbuzzingaround

herfacialcutsandbruises,watchingCoyotitountilhisinnocentplayingmakeshersmileand

respond.

Thetwoofthem togethermakeclearthedifficultyoftheirownandtheirpeople'sposition.The

Indianshavelittlechoice.Iftheysubmitmeeklytooppression,theywillbeallowedtoliveaswesee

Juanaliving.Theywillbebeatenanytimetheytrytochangethings.Buttheywillalsobealloweda

measureofinnocentcontentmentaslongastheydonotpeerintothefuture.(Doyouremember

howhappyKinowasonthatfirstmorning?Juanaisalsohappywatchingtheinnocenceofthebaby.)

Iftheydonotsubmit,theywillbecrushed.

KinositsupsuddenlyandwhisperstoJuanatobesilent.Hehearssomethingandfeelsforhisknife.

Inthedistance,heseestwomenonfootandoneonhorseback.Theyaretrackersinsearchofthe

pearl,andKinoknowstheywillpersistuntilthefindhim.Hefearsthatcarelessfootprintswillreveal

hiswhereaboutsandthatevenhissweepingthefootprintsmightgivehim away.Kinoisnow a

huntedman.

NOTE:

Steinbeckisamasterofsuspense.Oneofhisstrengthsasanovelististheabilitytokeepthestory

moving.Evenwithitsmanydescriptions,ThePearlmaintainsarapidpace.Asitmovestoa

conclusion,youcanalmostfeelKinoandJuanarunning.

Asthetrackersapproach,Kinoplanstoleapattheonewiththerifle,thenkilltheothertwo.Juana

mufflesCoyotito'snoiseswhilethetrackersstopatthesweptspot.Aftercloselyexaminingthesand,

thetrackersmoveon,lookback,thencontinuetheirjourney.Kinoknowsthattheywillreturn,andhe

panicslikeatrappedanimal.Flightistheonlysolution.Finally,Juanaprovokeshim intomakinga

decision:theywillgotothemountains.

Theyhurryfranticallytowardthehighplace,notbotheringtocovertheirtracks.Timeiscrucialsince

thetrackerswillsoondiscoverthebrokentwigsandcrushedplants.KinowantsJuanatoremainin



isabokemicah@gmail.com

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,College,HighSchool,PrimaryNotes&RevisionKits 0714497530

thecrevicewhileheplantsfalsesignsthatwillleadthetrackersfurtherupintothemountains.But

sherefusestoleavehim.Sotheydecidetomoveinzigzagsinsteadofastraightline,leavinga

multitudeofsignstoconfusethetrackers.

Theflighttothemountainssuggestsseveralmeanings.OneisthatKino'sactionisanaturalone.

"AndKinoranforthehighplace,asnearlyallanimalsdowhentheyarepursued."Anotherlevelof

meaningcomesfrom theimageofthe"nakedgranitemountains...standingmonolithicagainstthe

sky."Theimageisareminderoftheimplacableforcesofbothnatureandsocietyagainstwhichthe

Indiansmuststruggletosurvive.Somereadersfindareferencetoanother,olderstoryofafather

whotakeshissontothemountains.TheyseethestoryofKinoandCoyotitoasareversaloftheOld

TestamentstoryofAbraham andIsaac.(SeeNoteonpage50.)

Asthesunfalls,theyclimbhighertoabubblingspringwhereanimalscometodrink.Kinoknowsthat

thetrackers,needingwater,willalsoplantocomehere.Butthat'sariskhe'llhavetotake.From this

altitude,Kinospotsthetrackersfardowntheslope.Theyappearnobiggerthanswarmingants.

NOTE:ANTIMAGERY

ThisisthethirdtimethatantshaveappearedinThePearl.Steinbeckusesthem toshow the

parallelsbetweenanimalandhumanbehavior,andtoportraytherelativeinsignificanceofindividual

humanbeingsintheschemeoftheuniverse.

Juanatakesasupplyofwaterandheadsforacaveupabove.Meanwhile,Kinorunsupthemountain,

thendownagain,"clawingandtearingatthefernsandwildgrape"ashegoes.Bymisleadingthe

trackersintoclimbinghigher,heandJuanawillbeabletoescapedownthemountain.Hisonefearis

thatCoyotito'scrieswillrevealtheirlocation.ButJuanasaysthiswon'thappen.

Bydusk,thetrackersarriveatthewaterspring.Kinowatchesthem from thecaveentranceand

realizesthattheyintendtosetupcamp.ThisisbadnewssinceheandJuanaknowtheywon'tbe

abletokeepCoyotitoquietfortheentirenight.Kinohasnochoicebuttokillthetrackers.

Kinotoucheshissononthehead,thenfeelsJuana'scheek.Inpreparationforthemurder,Kinostrips

the lastremains ofcivilization-his clothes-from his body.Kino's naked,brown body now

camouflageshim.Hemustmoveslowlyinordernottodislodgeastone.Thisrequiresgreatstamina

-thecourageofananimalontheprowl.AsKinoreachesthetrackers'camp,hisheartthundersashe

preparesfortheattack.

JustasKinoisabouttostrike,themoonmakeshim veryvisible.Hehesitatesforamoment-atragic

mistake-andthebabycries,drawingtheattentionofthetrackeronduty.Inabitterplayonthebaby's

name,thetrackersdiscusswhetheritisahumancryorthatofacoyotewithherlitter.Themanwith

therifle,takingnochances,raisestherifletoshoot.Kinosprings,butheisamomenttoolate.The

riflegoesoffbeforeKinoreacheshim.
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NOTE:ABRAHAM ANDISAAC

SomereadersseethefateofCoyotitointhemountainsasareminderofthebiblicalstoryof

Abraham andIsaac-inreverse.Inthatstory,Abraham wasinstructedbyGodtotakehissontothe

mountainandsacrificehim.WhenAbraham showedGodthathewaswillingtomakethesacrifice,

Godsubstitutedaram forIsaacandrewardedAbraham."Iwillindeedblessyou,andIwillmultiply

yourdescendantsasthestarsofheavenandasthesandwhichisontheseashore.Andyour

descendantsshallpossessthegateoftheirenemies...."(Genesis22:15-18)InThePearl,thesonis

sacrificed;Godhasnotinterceded.AndthereseemslittlechanceofKino'sdescendantsovercoming

theirenemies.UnlikeAbraham,however,Kinoisdeniedthechancetosavehispeople.

Inafrenzyofrage,Kinotakesonamachinelikequalityandkillsallthreetrackersonewithhisknife,

onewithablowtotheheadwiththeriflebutt,andoneslowlyanddeliberatelywithshotsfrom the

rifle.Afterthesoundsofthekillingfadeaway,Kinohearsmournfulsounds.ItisJuana-something

terriblehashappenedtoCoyotito.Hisheadhasbeenblownaway.

SteinbeckendsthechapterwithadescriptionofthesadreturnofKinoandJuanatotheirnative

village.Notonlydotheoldpeoplewhoactuallysawthem returnrememberit,butalsotheyounger

oneswhosefathersandgrandfatherstoldthem aboutit.Theeventtrulyinvolvedeveryoneinthe

villageofLaPaz.

ItislateafternoonwhenthecouplereturnstoLaPaz(ironically,LaPazisSpanishforpeace).

Walkingsidebyside,KinocarriestherifleandJuanasupportsCoyotito'sbodyinabundleoverher

shoulder.Juanais"asremoteandasremovedasHeaven,"whileKinois"asdangerousasarising

storm."

NOTE:

Youwillrecallthat,earlierinThePearl,Juanawalkedbehindherhusband.Nowtheywalktogether,

sidebyside.Whatdoyouseeinthisnew signofequality?Isitanindicationthattheyarenow

removedfrom theoldsystem thathasoppressedthem?Orisitasignthattheyarenolongerapart

oftheirancientIndianculture?

KinoandJuanawalkthroughthetownasifitweren'tthere.Passingtheruinsoftheirburnedhut,

theyproceedtothewater,whereKinotakesthepearl,looksintoit,andseesevilfacespeeringathim.

Thepearlhasbecomeugly,"likeamalignantgrowth."KinoasksifJuanawantstothrowit,butshe

tellshim todoit.Withthat,heflingsitintotheGulf,whereitsplashesinthedistance,thendropsto

thebottom,itsmusicfadingawaytonothing.

NOTE:SOMECONCLUSIONS
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ItisbitterironythatafterallKinosufferstokeepthepearl,hethrowsitbackintotheocean,whereit

islostforever.HowcanweunderstandwhyKinodoesthisandwhatthemeaningsofthisstoryof

thepoorfishermanmightbe?

DoesKinothrowthepearlawaybecausehefeelsguilty,assomereaderssuggest?Ifthisisso,then

KinomustfeelthathehasbeengreedyandthathisgreedhascausedthedeathofCoyotito,allthe

otherdeaths,andmuchpainandsuffering.Theoriginalversionofthelegendwasclearlyawarning

aboutgreed.CanyouseeaparallelwarninginKino'sfinalgesture?

Weknow thereisrageinKinoattheend,becauseSteinbeckusesimageslike"arisingstorm,""a

toweroffear,"and"abattlecry"inhisdescriptionofKino'sreturn.DoyouthinkKinothrowsthepearl

awayasagestureofrageanddisgust?HashelearnedthatIndiansarenotallowedtodream?Isthe

gesturealastprotestagainstsocialoppression?

YoumightalsoconcludethatKino'snewunderstandingstretchesevenfurtherthantheboundaries

ofhisownsocialsystem.Itwasnotonlythepearlbuyersandthedoctorandthetrackerwiththe

horsewhobetrayedhim.Indiansalsoworkedagainsthim.(Hehadtobeghisbrotherforoneday's

refuge!)ItispossiblethatKinoattheendlookswithdisgustathumansingeneral,regardlessof

socialposition.From thispointofview,thenovelseemstobeadepictionoftheuniversalweakness

andselfishnessofpeople.

StillanotherconclusionisthatKino'stragedywasnotsomuchavictoryofevilovergoodasitwasa

naturalphenomenon.Throughoutthenovel,Steinbeckhasusedbiologicalcomparisonstosuggest

thatnoeventhappenstoanindividualalone.Thenaturalorder-ofants,fish,scorpions,andmen-isa

predatoryone,andKinojusthappenstogetcaughtinit.Kino'sactionmightsuggestthatheis

submittingtotheinevitabilityofthenatural(andsocial)order-tohisfate.

Thereisnosingleanswer.Themeaningyoutakefrom thisstoryofthefishermanandthepearlwill

dependonhow youseeKinoandonhow youinterpretthemeaningofthepearl,onyourown

experiences,andonmanyotherfactors.Steinbeckdoesnotpointdramaticallyandconclusivelyto

oneinterpretation.Somereadershaveseenthisinconclusivenessasaweaknessinthenovel.

PerhapsThe Pearlisnotconclusive,butitdoesserve asa kind ofrecord ofthe conflicts

experiencedbypeople-conflictswithinthemselvesandwiththesystemsunderwhichtheylive.

ThemesinJohnSteinbeck'sThePearl

PriceofWisdom.
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JuanaunderstandsfarsoonerthanKinothedangerinpossessingthepearl.“Itwilldestroyusall,”

shecriesouttohim.“Evenourson.”AfterKinoandJuana’swayoflifehasbeenobliterated—their

house burned and Kino’s canoe smashed—Juan Tomás attempts to save them from further

destruction.“Thereisadevilinthispearl,”hetellsKino.“Youshouldhavesolditandpassedonthe

devil.Perhapsyoucanstillsellitandbuypeaceforyourself.”Kinorefuses,clingingtothepearl

althoughheperceivesitdifferently:“Ihaveit…AndIwillkeepit…nowitismymisfortuneandmylife

andIwillkeepit.”WhenKinoiscaughtupindreamsofthefuture,hebeatsJuanaforattemptingto

throwthepearlintotheGulf;attheconclusionofthestory,itisKinowhoreturnsthepearltothesea.

Juanastandsbesidehim,thebloodiedbodyoftheirdeadsonwrappedinhershawl—aterribleprice

topayforKino’sacquiringwisdom.

What,however,is the wisdom of The Pearl,ifindeed itis a parable?The question remains

unansweredinthestory,butapassagefrom thetextsuggestsaninterpretation:

Foritissaidthathumansareneversatisfied;thatyougivethem onethingandthey wantsomething

more.Andthisissaidindisparagement,whereasitisoneofthe greatesttalentsthespecieshas

andonethathasmadeitsuperiortoanimalsthatare satisfiedwithwhattheyhave.

ThelessoninherentinKino’spossessing“thePearloftheWorld”maybefoundinthischaracteristic

ofhumannature:thedesireformore.Oneofman’s“greatesttalents,”thestorysuggests,isalsoa

cursethatcreatesdissatisfactionanddestroyscontentment.

Beforefindingthepearl,Kinolivesapeacefulandsecureexistence,inharmonywiththenatural

world;hefindshappinessandfulfillmentinthesimpleroutinesofhislife—wakingupbesideJuana,

listeningto“thelittlesplashofmorningwavesonthebeach,”watchingCoyotitosleepinhiscradle,

andstandingonthebeachbeforedawntowatchthesunriseoutoftheGulf.Themorningbefore

Kinofindsthepearlis“amorninglikeothermorningsandyetperfectamongmornings.”Helives

within“theSongoftheFamily”;itrisessometimes“toanachingchordthatcaughtthethroat,saying

thisissafety,thisiswarmth,thisisthe Whole.”

Whenthepearlcomesintohispossession,Kinoforfeitshisoldlifefornewdreams;hegainsnothing

andlosesalmosteverythingofrealvalue.WhenheandJuanareturntotheirvillagewithCoyotito’s

body,theyhavebeentransformedbygriefandseem “removedfrom humanexperience.”Thepearl,

onceluminousandenchanting,nowseemsuglyandgraytoKino,“likeamalignantgrowth.”Standing

atthewater’sedge,heflingsitintothesea“withallhismight.”Readersfindmanymeaningsin The

Pearl,asSteinbeckintended,buttheprimarytruthofthestoryseemstobeawarningasmuchasa

lesson—tobeawareofthehumandrivetowantmorethanwehaveandtoappreciateandprotect

whatistrulyvaluableinourlivesbeforeitislost. 

Beforethenarrativebegins,anintroductoryparagraphidentifiesthestoryofKinoandthegreatpearl

ashavingbeentoldinthetownsomanytimesinthepastthatithasbecomeapartofeveryman’s

heartandmind.Inthestoryare“onlygoodandbadthingsandblackandwhitethingsandgoodand

evilthingsandnoinbetweenanywhere.”Thusthestoryisamoralitytale,aparableperhapsfrom

whichreadersderivepersonalmeaning.Inregardtoliterarythemes,ThePearloffersmanythemes
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forreaderstoconsider;eachthemedevelopsorganicallyfrom thesettingandraisesuniversal

questions abouthuman nature and human experience.Thatsaid,however,Ithink the most

importantoneisthis:

GreedandCorruption

AsthewordspreadsthatKinohasfoundahugepearl,thenewsofhisdiscovery“stirredup

somethinginfinitelyblackandevilinthetown”;greedisa“blackdistillate”comparabletothepoison

ofascorpion.Itinfectsrichandpooralike.Thebeggarsinthestreet,themerchants,thepearlbuyers,

thedoctor,andthelocalpriest—allthinkofthepearlintermsofhowtheymightprofitfrom Kino’s

possessingit.GreeddrivessomepeopleinthetowntocommitactsofviolenceagainstKinoin

attemptingtostealthepearl.Bloodisshed.

Corruptionfueledbygreedisevidentinindividuallivesandinsocietyatlarge.Thedoctoris

corruptedbyhisloveofmoneyandfinepossessions;inasilkrobe,hesitsinhisbeautifulhouse,

sippingchocolatefrom achinacup,whileherefusestoaidCoyotito,whohasbeenstungbya

scorpion.ThebabyisonlyanIndian,afterall,andthedoctor,heinsists,isnota“veterinary”;

moreover,Coyotito’sfather,Kino,hasnothingofvaluetogivetothedoctorinreturnforhistreating

thesickchild.Later,thedoctoruseshisknowledgeofmedicinetomakearecoveringCoyotitoillin

orderto“save”him andgainaccesstoKino’spearl.Inthecold,calculatedperversionofhis

profession,thedoctorexhibitshismoralcorruptionasaphysicianandasahumanbeing.

Thedoctor’sattitudetowardthenativeIndianpopulationisrootedincenturiesofcolonialconquest

andsubjugation.Heis“ofaracewhichfornearlyfourhundredyearshadbeatenandstarvedand

robbedanddespisedKino’srace,andfrightenedittoo….”Theconsequenceofthishistoryisa

corruptsocietydeterminedtokeepKino’speopleimprisonedbypovertyandignorance.From the

pearlbuyersinLaPaz(secretrepresentativesofasinglebuyer)whoconspiretopaytheIndiansas

littleaspossiblefortheirpearlstothepriestwhosesermonsadmonishtheIndianstoaccepttheir

stationinlife,theinstitutionsinsocietyworkinconcerttodenyfreedom andjusticetoevery

memberofKino’srace.Indoingso,thoseinpowerenrichthemselvesattheexpenseofthepoorand

thepowerless.

Greed

Beforethepearl,Kinowascontentwithhiswife,Juana,andtheirchild.Hereflectedonhowluckyhe

felttohavesuchacheerfulandcooperativewife.Aslongashehadhiscanoe,hefeltlikehecould

provideforhisfamily.Theonlyreasonhewantedthepearlwassothathecouldgetmedical

treatmentforhisson,butafterhissonheals,Kinobeginsthinkingaboutotherthingshemightbuy.

Hisfriendsandneighborscannolongerbetrustedaseventhepriesttriestofigureouthowtogeta

shareoftheprofit.WhenJuanaseesthatthegreedsurroundingthepearlisdestroyingthem,she

triestogetridofit.However,Kinocatchesher.'Herarm wasuptothrowwhenheleapedatherand

caughtherarm andwrenchedthepearlfrom her.Hestruckherinthefacewithhisclenchedfistand

shefellamongtheboulders,andhekickedherintheside.'KinooncevaluedJuanaashismost

valuedasset,butbecauseofhisgreed,shebecamethetargetofhisdisgusttothepointthathe
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beatsher.

Obsession.

InChapterII,Kinodivesforpearlsinadesperateattempttofindoneofvaluewithwhichtopaythe

doctortotreatCoyotitoforthescorpionstingthatcouldkillhim.Instead,Coyotito’scondition

improves,theresultofJuana’streatinghiswoundwithan“oldremedy,”andKinofindsnotjusta

valuablepearlbut“thePearloftheWorld.”Withthesetwoevents,Kino’slifechangesdramatically.In

themagnificenceofthehuge,perfectpearl,Kinoenvisionsafutureunlikeanyhehadeverdaredto

imagine;lookingintotheglowingsurfaceofthepearl,hesees“dreamsform”—newclothesforhis

family,hisandJuana’sweddinginthechurch,aharpoonandarifleforhimself,andmostofall,an

educationforCoyotito.Kino’scontentmentwiththe“SongoftheFamily”isnowlostin“themusicof

thepearl”thatsingswith“triumph”inhim.

 

BecomingarichmanchangesKino’slifeimmediatelyinwayshedoesnotanticipateas“shadowy

figures”attempttostealthepearl.Heisattacked,hishomeisinvaded,andhekillsamaninself-

defensewhenheisattackedasecondtime.WhenJuanatriestothrowthepearlbackintothesea,

believingthatitisevilandwilldestroythem,Kinobeatsherwithanimalsavageryandthenis

sickenedbywhathehasdonetoher.ForKino,possessingthepearlwithallitspromiseshas

becomeanobsession;hepursuesituntilhisandJuana’soldlifeisdestroyedandtheirbabyisdead.

 

DespitetheinitialdeathanddestructionthepearlbringsintohisandJuana’slife,Kinowillnotgiveit

up.Ratherthansellittothecorruptpearlbuyersforessentiallynothing,hechoosestodefythe

system andsellitinthecapitalforafairprice;afterhishousehasbeenburnedandhiscanoe

destroyed,hestillrefusestosellthepearlinLaPaz.“Thispearlhasbecomemysoul,”Kinosays.“IfI

giveitupIshalllosemysoul.”Leavingtheoldlifebehind,hetakesJuanaandCoyotitoonajourney

tothecapital,leavingthetrailandfleeingintothemountainswhentheyaretrackedbythreemen

whowillkillthem forthepearl.Kinoprevailsoverthetrackers,killingthem all,buthisobsessionwith

thepearlendsonlywhenherealizesCoyotitohasdied,theinnocentvictim ofarifleshot.Returning

tothevillagewithJuanabyhisside,Kinothrowsthepearlintothesea.

NatureofPower.

Powervs.powerlessness is a theme thatruns throughout The Pearl.Kino’s race has been

subjugatedforcenturiesbyEuropeancolonialism.TheoysterbedwhereKinofindsthegreatpearlis

thesamebed“thathadraisedtheKingofSpaintobeagreatpowerinEuropeinpastyears,had

helpedtopayforhiswars,andhaddecoratedthechurchesforhissoul’ssake.”Kino’sconquered

peoplehaveremainedpowerlessforfourhundredyears,“sincefirstthestrangerscamewith

argumentsandauthorityandgunpowdertobackupboth.”Onceestablished,thesubjugationofthe

Indianshasbeenperpetuatedbysociety’sensuringthattheyremainpoorandignorant.Anydesire

theymighthaveforabetterlifeissuppressedbythechurch;thepriestinLaPazteachesthateach

personmust“remainfaithful”tohisstationinlife,assignedbyGod,inordertoprotecttheuniverse
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from “theassaultsofHell.”

Kinoiswellawareofhow powerlessheisinlife.Afterfindingthepearl,hisdreamsofthefuture

includebuyingarifle,aweaponthatgivesamanpower.Moresignificantly,however,hedreamsof

aneducationforhisson.IfCoyotitocouldread,“theboywouldknowwhatthingswereinthebooks

andwhatthingswerenot.”Kinounderstandsthatrealpowerliesinknowledge:“Mysonwillreadand

openthebooks,andmysonwillwriteandknowwriting.Andmysonwillmakenumbers,andthese

thingswillmakeusfreebecausehewillknow—hewillknow andthroughhim wewillknow.”The

pearlmeansmorethanwealthtoKino;itoffersanendtobeingtrappedbyignorance.“Thisisour

onechance,”hetellsJuana.“Oursonmustgotoschool.Hemustbreakoutofthepotthatholdsus

in.”Indefyingthepearlbuyersandchallengingthesystem theyrepresent,Kinoinitiatesapower

strugglethatultimatelyendsinCoyotito’sdeath. 

Prideisalsoanimportanttheme.

Kino’ssubjugationbysocietyhasnotdestroyedhisprideorself-respect.OnlyforfearofCoyotito’s

dyingdoesheask,hatinhand,forthedoctor’sassistance.Whenheisturnedawaywithanobvious

liebythedoctor’sservant,Kinofeelssodeeplyhumiliatedheisovercomebyrage.Hestandsatthe

gatetothedoctor’shousefor“alongtime,”putshis“supplianthatonhishead,”andthenstrikesthe

gatewith“acrushingblow.”Hewillnotconsenttobeingmarginalized;hispridewillnotallowhim to

endurepassivelythedoctor’sinsult.

Kino’sprideismanifestedagaininhisconfrontationwiththepearlbuyersinLaPaz.Knowingthathe

isbeingcheated,Kinorefusestosellhispearltothem;indeclaringthathewillsellthepearlinthe

capital,Kinoassertshisindependenceandrefusestobehumiliatedagain.Later,whenKino’shouse

isburnedandhiscanoedestroyed,thelossismorethanmaterial.ToJuanTomásKinosays,“[a]n

insulthasbeenputonmethatisdeeperthanmylife.”Kino’spride,asmuchashisdesiretosecure

moneyforCoyotito’sfuture,demandsthathechallengethesystem thatholdshim down.Hehasno

choice,forashetellsJuana,“Iam aman.”

In''ThePearl''byJohnSteinbeck,thethemeofthedestructivepowerofgreedisexploredasthe

charactersnavigatetheirpersonaldesires,destiny,andracism.Wewillexplorethedevastating

effectofKino'ssuddenchangefrom beingpoorbuthappy,topossiblyinstantlywealthy.

SinBringsDestruction

JohnSteinbeck'sThePearlisaparablethatdemonstratesthedestructiveforceofgreed.The

charactersinthestorybeginaspoverty-stricken,buthappy.Bytheendofthestory,theyhavebeen

destroyedbytheirowngreed.ItbeginswhenCoyotito,KinoandJuana'sson,isstungbyadeadly

scorpion,butthedoctorrefusestotreathim becausethefamilyisIndianandhasnomoney.Kino

divesforpearlstomakemoneytohelphisson,butbythetimehecomesuponalarge,magnificent

pearl,Coyotito'shealthimproves.Kinobeginstothinkhowhecanbetterthelivesofhimselfandhis

family,butthegreedypearlbuyerstrytocheathim.Thegreedthatcreepsintotheentirecityturns

friendsintoenemies.Overtime,Kinoloseseverythingforthesakeofthepearl.HadKinocontinued
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toremaingratefulforhisblessingsratherthanalwayspursuingmore,thepearlwouldhavelostits

powertodestroyhim.Thesub-themesofdestinyandracism againsttheindigentpeoplebythe

Europeancolonistsisalsoaddressed.Thethemeisthemainpointaddressedinaliterarywork.

Destiny

Kinohasbeentaughthisentirelifethatitiswrongtotrytobetterhimselfbeyondthepositionin

whichGodplacedhim.Asachild,hisfathertaughthim thatthereasonwhypearldiverskeptbeing

cheatedbyagentswhopromisedtogetthediversmoremoneyfortheirproductatthecapitalis

because'…eachmanandwomanislikeasoldiersentbyGodtoguardsomepartofthecastleofthe

Universe.Andsomeareintherampartsandsomefardeepinthedarknessofthewalls.Buteach

onemustremainfaithfultohispostandmustnotgorunningabout,elsethecastleisindangerfrom

theassaultsofHell.'Despitehisbrotherremindinghim ofthisstory,Kinopersistsongettingthebest

priceforhispearl.Kino'sattemptto'leavehisstation'resultsincompletedestructionofKino's

family.

Further,thepearlitselfisdestinedtobeintheocean.TerriblethingscontinuetohappentoKino's

familyuntilKinofinallyrealizesthatheneedstoreturnthepearltoitshome.

ThePearlTopicTracking:Evil

TopicTracking:Evil

Chapter1

Evil1:Evilisintroducedintheform ofthescorpionthatstingsCoyotito.Untilthatmoment,Kino's

homeispeaceful,filledwiththeSongofFamily.Butwhenhespotsthescorpiondanglingabove

Coyotito'sbed,KinorecognizesthestrainsoftheSongofEvilthatrecurthroughoutthestory.The

SongofEvilcomeswhenanythingthreatensthefamily,andKinodoesallthathecantodestroythe

evilandhushthesinistermelodyoftheSongofEvilsothattheSongofFamilycanreturn.

Evil2:KinohearstheSongofEvilagainwhenheandJuanastandatthegatesofthedoctor'shouse.

KinoknowsthatthedoctorisoftheracethathasabusedKino'sownpeopleforfourhundredyears;

despitethefactthattheyneedthedoctor'shelp,Kinoknowsthatthedoctorisstilltheenemy.He

willtrytocheatthem orabusethem ashispeoplehavealwaysdonetoKino'sownrace.
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Chapter3

Evil3:ThebuyersareouttotakeadvantageofKinoandhispearl.Theirgoalistocheathim andruin

hisplansofhappinessandpeaceforhisfamily.

Evil4:ThedoctorcomestotakeadvantageofKino'signorancebymakingCoyotitosickand

pretending thathis illness is the resultofthe scorpion sting.Because Kino and Juana are

uneducated,theyareafraidtodoubtthedoctor'sword,andheusesittoprofitfrom theirnewfound

wealth.Hepretendsasifhedoesn'tknowofKino'spearl,yettheonlyreasonhehascondescended

totreatanIndianbabywastotryandseekoutwhereKinomightbehidingit.Thepearlbringsevilin

theform ofgreed:manyseektotakeadvantageofKino'snewfoundwealth.

Chapter4

Evil5:ThebuyersworktogethertocheatKinoofhispearlandintendtogivehim verylittlemoneyfor

it.Theyhaveplannedtoconvincehim thathispearlisworthlessandpretendthatthey'redoinghim a

favorbytakingitoffhishands.Thebuyersareawareofthepearl'stremendousvalue,andintendto

conthe"uneducatednative;"hewilltrustthem becausetheyarethe"experts."

Evil6:Kinobelievesthathisfriendswillhelpprotecthim from theevilsthatmightbefallhim because

ofthepearl,butinsteadoffindingprotectionwithhisneighbors,heisattacked.Hispearlhasturned

friendsintoenemies;theyarejealousandenvythepearloftheworldthatKinohasfound.

Chapter5

Evil7:ThepearlturnsJuanaandKinoagainstoneanother.Theevilpowerofthepearlisstrong

enough to inspireviolencebetween them.Juanaand Kino areso closeto oneanotherthat

conversationisn'tevenneeded,andyetthepearlisabletodividethem.Ithasbroughtinjuryand

danger,andnowitpullsJuanaandKinoawayfrom eachother.

Evil8:Kinoisforcedtokillamantodefendhimselfandthepearl.ThenKino'shutisburnedafter

someonesearching forthepearlhasransacked it.Thosewho covetthegreatpearldestroy

everythingthatKinoandJuanahaveintheirattemptstofindit.ThePearlismakingeveryoneturn

againstthem,andKinoandJuanaknowthattheyarenolongersafeintheirvillage,andmustescape.

Chapter6

Evil9:Kinolooksintothepearlexpectingtoseevisionsofthedreamshehadthenightafterhe

foundthepearl,buttheonlythingsheseesarethehorriblethingsthathavehappenedtohisfamily

sincehefoundthepearl.Hebeginstorealizetheevilthepearlcontains,butstillrefusestogiveitup.

Evil10:Inadream,Kinohasapremonitionofdanger.Hewakesanddiscoverstrackersarefollowing

hisfamily.Heknowsthattheywillfindthem andkillthem forthepearl.Hefeelstrappedbecause

thereisnowayforthem toescapethetrackers.
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Evil11:Inthestruggletoprotecthisfamilyandsurvive,Kinoturnsintoakillingmachine.Heattacks,

swiftlyandbrutally,killingallthreemenwhoweretrackinghisfamilyinaquesttostealhisgreat

pearl.Kinohasbeenforcedtodoterriblethingstosurviveandtoprotectthepearlfrom beingstolen.

Thepearl'svaluehasmadeitevil.

ThePearlTopicTracking:Family

Chapter1

Family1:KinohearstheSongofFamilyineachroutineofhislife.Althoughtheirlifeissimple,the

rhythm oftheirhabitsandthesoundsofeachpartoftheirlivesmakeupasongthatisimportantto

Kino.Itfillshisearsandheiscontentwiththesafeandsturdysong.Kinowillprotectthissongand

thefamilyitrepresentsbecauseitisallhehasandhelovesit.

Chapter2

Family2:Kinoinheritedhiscanoe,hisonlythingofvalue,from hisfatherandgrandfather,andit

makeshim proud.Itishislegacyandhetakesgreatcareofitbecauseitisthetoolheusesto

provideforhisfamily.Thecanoeistheonlyinheritancehehasbeyondthesongsofhispeople,and

Kinoloveshiscanoe.

Chapter3

Family3:Kinocannottakeachancethatthedoctorislyingtohim aboutCoyotito'shealthbecause

hedoesn'twanthischildtosuffer.Thedoctortakesadvantageofaparent'sconcernforhischildto

turnaprofit.HeknowsthatKinowilltrustenoughinthedoctor'sknowledgetoallow him totreat

CoyotitobecauseKinoisunsurethatthebabyishealed.

Chapter4

Family4:Kinowon'tgiveupthepearleventhoughit'sbroughtnothingbutpainbecauseheseesits

valueasachancetoprovideforhisson'seducation,allowinghim toescapetheirsimplelife.Kino

doesnotwantthosewithaformaleducationtotakeadvantageofCoyotito,liketheydotoother

uneducatednatives.Hewantsmoreforhissonandhisfamilythantheirsimplelife,andthepearlis

thekeytothoseaspirations.

Chapter5

Family5:ThepearlthatKinoexpectedtoprotecthisfamilyisnowtearingitapart.JuanawarnsKino

thatthepearlwilldestroytheirfamily,butKinorefusestobelieveitbecausehethinksthatthewealth

thepearloffersisthebestwaytoprotecthisfamily.Hethinksthatbykeepingthepearl,heisdoing

whatisbestforhisfamily,butthepearlisonlypushinghim andJuanaapart.Ifitisdividingthem,it

cannotprotectthefamilyfrom harm.Itonlymakeslifemoreprecariousforthem.

Family6:JuanTomashelpshisbrotherineverywaythathecan,bydivertingtheneighborsand

gatheringsuppliesforKino'sjourney.Juanknowsthatthepearlhasbroughtevilontohisbrother's
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family,andhedoesallthehecantohelpthem escapefrom it,buthecannotconvinceKinotogetrid

ofthepearl.

Chapter6

Family7:AsKino,Juana,andCoyotitoaremakingtheirescape,Kinobelievesthathisfamilywill

triumphbecausetheyseem tobegettingaway.Hebeginstobelievethateverythingwillworkout;

thepearlpromisessecurityandpeace,andtheywillescapethebadluckthathasplaguedthem

sincehefoundthepearl.Hebelievesthatnowhisfamilywillprosper.

Family8:Kinoconsidersgivinghimselfuptothetrackersbecausethereisnowaythatheandhis

familycangetawayfrom them.Thethoughtmomentarilydefeatshim,untilJuanaremindshim that

thetrackerswillkillherandCoyotitoaswell,andthatprodsKinointoaction.

Family9:Inthemidstofdanger,theirsurvivaldependsonkeepingthebabyquietthroughthenight.

Ifhecries,theirhidingplaceisgivenaway,butifhecankeepsilent,perhapsKinowillbeableto

disarm themenandsecurehisfamily'sescape.

Family10:Juanawasrightfrom thebeginning--thepearldiddestroytheirson.Thetrackerswho

werefollowingthem killCoyotito.Kino'sinsistencethatthepearlwouldfindpeaceandhappinessfor

hisfamilycostsCoyotitohislifeandleavesaholeintheirfamilythatwouldnothavebeentherehad

Kinoneverfoundthepearl.

ThePearlTopicTracking:Superstition

Chapter1

Superstition1:WhenCoyotitoisindangerofbeingstungbythescorpion,Juanamuttersanancient

magicincantationandthensomeHailMarystoprotectherson.Theancient,superstitiousreligionof

thepeasantryhasbeenmixedwiththeCatholicism oftheWesternupperclass.Juanaappealsto

nativegodsandtheWesternGod,uncertainofwhichholdsthetruepower.Thisminglingofa

polytheisticreligionwithRomanCatholicism iscommoninnativecountriesthatarecolonized.The

nativescombinethegodsoftheirownreligionwiththefiguresofCatholicism.Elementsoftheir

originalfaithremain,suchasincantationsliketheoneJuanamutters.

Chapter2

Superstition2:JuanapraysthatKinowillfindapearlsothattheycanhaveCoyotito'sscorpionsting

treatedbythedoctor.Shepraysinanattempttoforcefrom thegodsthelucksheandKinoneedto

takecareofCoyotito.Findingapearlofvalueisstrictlyluck.Pearlsthemselvesareaccidental,and

findingapearlisconsideredagiftfrom thegodsorGod.

Superstition3:WhenKinofindsthelargeshell,heisreluctanttoopenitfirstbecausehedoesn't

wanttoshowthegodsorGodthathewantsthepearlsomuch.Hebelievesthatifhewantsittoo

much,itwon'thappen,andsohewaitstoopentheshell.
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Chapter3

Superstition4:Kinoworriesthatthegodswillgetrevengeagainsthim ifhefindssuccess.Heknows

thatthegodshatewhenmenplanforsuccess,andnowthatKinoismakingplans,hefearsthat

somethingwillcomeandrobhim ofthisopportunity.

Superstition5:Juanabelievesthatthepearliscursedbecauseithasbroughtanintruderintotheir

home.ShewarnsKinothatitwilldestroythem all,includingtheirson,iftheydon'tthrowitbackinto

thesea,butKinowon'tlisten.Hisdesiretousethepearltoeducatehissonandmakeabetterlifefor

hisfamilyistoostrong.HeignoresJuana'swarningandkeepsthepearl.

Chapter4

Superstition6:Juanastillbelievesthatthepearliscursed,andsheasksKinotothrowitbackinto

theseaagain,butherefuses.Heinsiststhatitistheironlychanceandhewon'tgiveitup.Juana,

however,knowsthatthepearlwillonlybringmoreevilanddisastertothem,anddecidesshemust

takemattersintoherownhands,andgetridofthepearl.

Chapter5

Superstition7:JuanadecidesthatifKinowon'tgetridofthecursedpearl,shewill.Shetakesthe

pearlandtriestothrowitbackintotheseatoprotectherfamilyfrom anymoredanger,butKino

stopsher.Herfearofthepearliswell-founded;Kinobeatsherfortryingtogetridofthepearl,further

provingthatthepearliscursedandevil.IthasmadeKinoattackandharm theonepersonheloves

most.

Superstition8:JuanwarnsKinothatthepearliscursedandthathemustgetridofittopasstheevil

ontosomeoneelse.HehopesthatKinocansellitsoonsothattheevilofthepearlwillnotdestroy

hisfamilybeforeKinocanridhimselfofit.

Chapter6

Superstition9:WhenKinolooksintothepearlandseesonlythetragediesthathavebefallenhis

family,hebeginstobelievethatthepearliscursed,buthestillcannotpartwithit.

Superstition10:KinoandJuanathrowthepearlbackintotheseaafterCoyotitoiskilledbythe

trackers.ThecursedpearlhasbroughtaboutthedeathoftheirchildandforcedKinotokilltosurvive

andprotecthisfamily.ThegreatpearlhasbroughtnothingbutmiserytoKinoandhisfamily,and

togethertheythrowthecursedobjectbackintothesea.Asitsinks,themusicofthepearlturnstoa

whisperandthendisappears.
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ThePearlMajorCharacters

Kino:Kinoisayoungpearldiverwhofeelshisobligationtohisfamilyverystrongly.Heknowshis

placeastheproviderandworkshardtosupplyforhisfamily'sneeds.HefindsThePearlofthe

Worldandexpectstouseittopayforhisson,Coyotito's,education.Healsodreamsthatwiththe

pearlhecanbuyhisfamilynewclothesandarifleforhimself,butthepearlonlybringshim trouble.

Hisneighborsturnonhim andtrytostealthepearlfrom him andhehastoleavehishomeafter

killinganattacker.Althoughitwasself-defense,heknowsthathisfamilyisindanger.HeandJuana

runawaywithCoyotito,buttrackersfollowthem.Heknowsthattheyareafterthepearlandthatthey

willcatchhisfamily,sohesneaksintotheircampandkillsthem all.Intheshootingthatgoesonin

thecamp,astraybulletkillshisson.HeandJuanareturntoLaPazwiththeirdeadchildandthey

throwthepearlintothesea.

Juana:JuanaisKino'sstrong,quietwifewhotakescareofherfamily.Therhythm ofhermotionsis

theSongofFamilyforKino.Sheobeysherhusbandinmostinstances,butwhensherealizesthat

thepearlisonlybringingtroubletoherfamily,sheurgeshim tothrowitaway.Herefuses,andwhile

hesleeps,shetakesthepearltothebeachandisabouttothrowitin,whenKinocatchesherand

beatsherfortakingthepearl.SheaccompaniesherhusbandoutofLaPazandurgeshim againto

getridofthecursedpearl,buthewon'tuntiltheirson,Coyotito,isaccidentallyshotbyatracker's

rifle.Afterthetragedy,KinoandJuanawalksidebysidebacktoLaPazandthrowthepearlintothe

seatogether.

Coyotito:CoyotitoisKinoandJuana'sfirst-bornchildwhoisstungbyascorpionandneedsmedical

treatment.Unfortunately,thelocaldoctorwillnottreatthebabybecauseKinohasnomoney.When

thedoctorhearsaboutKino'spearl,hecomestotreatCoyotito.Kinoexpectsthatthepearlwill

purchasegreatthingsforhisfamily,thegreatestbeinganeducationforhissonsothattheycannot

becheatedbythemerchantsandtheotherupperclasscitizensofLaPazwhohavetakenadvantage

ofKino'speopleforfourhundredyears.Butthatgreatdream isdestroyedwhenCoyotitoiskilledby

agunshotwhileKinoiskillingthetrackerswhoarefollowingthem.Kinokilledthem toprotecthis

familyandthepearlandthedream ofthefuturethatthepearlprovided,buthisdream andhisfamily

aredestroyedwhenCoyotitodies.KinoandJuanareturntoLaPazwithCoyotito'ssmallbodyand

throwthepearlintothesea.

MinorCharacters

JuanTomas:JuanTomasisKino'solderbrother.JuangivesKinoadviceaboutsellingthepearl.He

walksbesideKinowhentheytraveltothepearlbuyers.Later,hewarnshisbrotherthatbyrefusingto

sellhispearltothebuyers,Kinoisdefyingtheirwayoflifeandputtinghisfamilyindanger.When

KinoseeksrefugewithJuanTomas,heisgrantedit.JuangatherssuppliesthatKinoandJuanawill

needontheirjourneyandprotectshisbrother'sfamilyuntiltheydepart.

Apolonia:ApoloniaisJuanTomas'wife.ShefollowsherhusbandasheescortsKinointotownto
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sellthepearl,andsheraisesaformalmourningwhenKino'shutburnsandnosignofthem isfound.

Doctor:ThedoctoriswealthierthanthepeasantsofLaPaz,andhescoffsatnatives,likeKinoand

Juana,whoseekhistreatmentwithoutmoney.WhenKinoandJuanabroughtCoyotitotothedoctor

tohealthescorpionsting,herefusedthem.Later,whenheheardthatKinohadfoundthePearlof

theWorld,hecametotheirhuttotreatthebaby.HepretendednottoknowthatKinohadfounda

greatpearl,sothatwhenKinotalkedaboutit,hecouldwatchtoseeifhiseyeswenttothespot

whereitwasburiedinthehut.Sureenough,Kinogaveitslocationawayandthatnightsomeone

cametohishuttodigoutthepearl,butKinohadsincemovedit.Kinostabbedattheintruder,butdid

notmakeafatalswingandtheintruder(possiblythedoctor)hithim intheheadandthenescaped.

Trackers:TwotrackersandamanwithariflefollowedKinoandJuanaoutofLaPaz.Kinosawthem

comingwhileJuanahidinthewoods.WhenKinorealizedthattheyweretrackinghim,heandJuana

hurrieduptothesmoothrocksofthemountainssothattheywouldbehardertofollow.Whennight

fell,thetrackerswerejustbelow thecaveinwhichKino,Juana,andCoyotitowerehiding.Kino

sneakeddownthesheerfaceofthemountainandintotheircampandkilledthem all.Inthechaos,

Coyotitowasshotandkilled.

ThePriest:Thepriestwasthelocalreligiousauthority,andwhenhelearnedofKino'spearl,hehoped

thathecouldconvinceKinotousehiswealthforthegoodofthechurch.HemadeavisittoKino's

hutthatnighttotalktoKinoabouthisdutytogivepartofhiswealthtoGod,whohadultimately

createdthepearl.

TheBuyers:Thepearlbuyersofthetownactedasiftheyworkedforthemselves,buttheywere

actuallyallcontrolledbyoneman.Thepretenseofcompetitionamongthepearlbuyersmadeit

easiertocheattheIndiansoutoftheirpearls.Byputtingonashowofcompetingoverthebestprice,

themaninchargeandthebuyerswereadeptatrippingoffthenatives.WhentheytoldKinothathis

greatpearlwasworthonlyathousandpesos,hegotangryandlefttotakethepearltothecapital.

Thatnight,Kino's familywas attacked in theirhome,and he believed thatthe buyers were

responsibleforit.

ThePearlObjects/Places

Scorpion:ThescorpionintroducestheSongofEvilforKinobecauseitthreatensthesafetyofhis

family.WhenthescorpionstingsCoyotitobeforeKinocangettoit,itintroducespainandpanic.

SongofFamily:TheSongofFamilyistherhythm thatKinohearsinthelifeofhisfamily,andintheir

routines.It'sthemusicoftheirlifetogetherandreflectstheirpeacefulinteractionwithoneanother,

eveninsilence.

SongofEvil:TheSongofEvilisthethunderingthathehearswheneversomethingthreatenshis

family.TheSongofEvilplayswhenthescorpionthreatenshissonandthethievesattackhisfamily.

SongofthePearlthatMightBe:TheSongofthePearlthatMightBeiswhatKinohearswhenheis

divingforpearls.Thisisthesoundofhisownhopethathewillfindagreatpearlthatwillprovidehis
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familywithluxuryandpeace.

ThePearloftheWorld:Kinofoundagreatandbeautifulpearl,ThePearloftheWorld,anditcreated

itsownmusicinhislife.Hehopedtousethepearltobuyhisfamilynew clothesandariflefor

himself.HealsowantedtosendCoyotitotoschoolsothathecouldlearntoreadandbecome

educated.Coyotitocouldthenknowwhatwasinthegreatbooks,andcouldnolongerbecheatedby

wealthy,educatedpeople.DespitethehighhopesKinohadforhisfamilyafterfindingthepearl,it

broughtthem onlygrief.NeighborsbegantryingtostealitinthenightandKinokilledavillagerwho

attackedhim forthepearl.Toprotecthisfamily,Kinoisforcedtoescapethevillage.Trackers,

lustingafterthepearl,followedKinoandhisfamily.Kino,knowingthetrackerswillkillhim andhis

family,attacked.Duringthefight,Coyotitowasshotbythetracker'srifle.Thepearlthatonce

promisedpeaceandprosperitybroughtKinoandJuanaonlytragedy.TheyreturnedtoLaPazand

threwitbackintothesea.

Kino'sCanoe:Kino'scanoewastheonethingofvalueheowneduntilhefoundthepearl.Heinherited

thecanoefrom hisfatherandgrandfatherandtookexcellentcareofit.Kinousedtheboattoprovide

forhisfamily.Afterhefoundthepearl,someoneputaholeinthebottom ofhiscanoe,forcingKino

andJuanatoescapeLaPazonfoot.Kinowassadatthelossofhisboatbecauseitwasapartof

hisheritage.

STYLEANDLANGUAGEUSE

ThePearlisashortnovel.Itsplotiswelldefined,theactionmovesforwardwithinastructureofsix

chapters,ithasacoreofcentralcharacters,andthesuspensebuildsasthestorymovesalong.

ReaderssaythesentencesreflectthespokenqualityoftheNewTestament-perhapsaninfluenceof

Steinbeck'searlyreadingoftheBible.Theauthorhaschosenhiswordswithprecision,askillhe

developedinpartbyworkingasajournalist.

IntheprefacetoThePearlyoulearnthatthestorywillbetoldintheform ofaparable.Aparableisa

shortwork,usuallyfictitious,thatillustratesalesson,oftenonthesubjectofgoodandevil.Thisis

reminiscentoftheNew Testament,wheremanyofChrist'slessonsaretoldinparableform.The

biblicaltoneisunderscoredbySteinbeck'smentionintheprefaceofthestrugglebetweengoodand

evil.

Also,liketheBible(andtraditionalfolktales),ThePearlcontainslittledialogue.Thecharactersspeak

infrequently,buttheirthoughts and feelings are made clearthrough Steinbeck's powerful

descriptions.Heexcelledatselectingtheexactwordandcorrectturnofphrase-andhislackof

dialogueemphasizesthequietintensityandsimplemannerofhischaracters.Theirnonverbalquality

helpstoreinforcetheirdiscomfortinthepresenceofthesophisticateddoctor,priest,andpearl

buyers,whoareexpertsatusinglanguage.

ThePearlcontainsmanyscientificmetaphorsandsimiles-figuresofspeechusedtocompareone

objectwithanotherinordertosuggestasimilaritybetweenthem.Forexample,theIndianvillageis

comparedtothehabitatofacolonialanimal.
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POINTOFVIEW

ThePearlistoldbyathird-personnarratorwhostandsoutsidetheactionandknowseverything

aboutthecharactersandtheiractions.Thenarratorissaidtobeomniscient,whichmeansall-

knowing.Intheintroductionandinthefinalpassageofthenovel,thenarratorspeaksofeventsthat

happenedlongagoandhavebecomeimportantthroughrepetition:"Andbecausethestoryhasbeen

toldsooften,ithastakenrootineveryman'smind."

Formostofthenovel,thenarratorabandonsthepastandtakesyoudirectlyintothepresent.Thisis

theadvantageofhisomniscience:hecanmovebackandforth,from pasttopresenttofuture,

wheneveradifferentfocuswillhelpyouunderstandhisstory.Perhapsthemostgrippingnarrativein

thepresentistheonewhereKinoattacksandkillsthetrackers.Inthispassage,youfeelyouarepart

oftheaction-asifyouwerestandingnexttoKino.

Themovementfrom distantnarrationofthepasttoclose-upnarrationthatseemstorecountthe

presentmayseem inconsistent.ButrememberthatSteinbeckistryingtotellanoldtaleintheform

ofanovel.Heneedsanarratorwhocancommunicateboththeimmediateactionofthenovel'splot

andtheuniversalnatureofthetale(orparable).

Thethird-personnarrativeisalso flexibleinitsfocusoncharacters.Itallowsyouto change

perspectivesandtojudgethecharactersfortheirindividualthoughtsandactions.Thethoughtsand

actionsofcharactersarenotfilteredthroughtheintelligenceofoneperson,asinafirst-person

narration,butarepresentedreasonablyobjectivelyandwiththewide-rangingfactsavailabletoan

omniscientnarrator.

FORM ANDSTRUCTURE

Animportantnovelcanusuallybeinterpretedonmanylevels,andthisiscertainlythecasewithThe

Pearl.Thebook'sstructureisassimpleasthelegend,orfolktale,onwhichitisbased:Itbeginsand

endswithKinoasanimpoverishedfishermanwho,intheprocessofpursuinghisdream,isnearly

destroyed.ReadersoftenspeakofThePearlasanallegoryoraparable.

Anallegoryisastorymeanttoteachaspiritualormorallesson,inwhichthecharactersandaction

symbolizeabstractconcepts.Aparableisashortallegory,whichhaslongbeenassociatedwiththe

NewTestament.Christusedparablestoteachmorallessons(forexample,theGoodSamaritanand

thelessonoftheTalents).

SomereadersseeThePearlasanallegoryofsocialoppression.Inthisview,JuanTomasisa

symboloftheancientIndianwisdom,KinoisasymboloftheIndians'desireforfreedom,andthe

doctor,priest,andpearlbuyersaresymbolsoftheoppressiveSpanishculture.Thepearlrepresents

Kino'smeansofescapingoppression,butthepowerfulforcesofthesocialsystem aretoostrongfor

eventhepearltoovercome.WhenKinothrowshisgreattreasurebackintothesea,themessage

seemstobethatthepoorIndiandoesn'thaveachance.

OtherreadersseeinThePearlastrongallegoricalmessageabouthumangreed.Kinobecomesthe
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symbolofthepoorbuthappymanwhoisdestroyedwhenhebeginstowantthethingsofthe

materialworld.The pearlthatwas supposed to bring happiness and fulfillmentbrings only

destruction.AttheendbothKino'sdream andhissonaredead.

IntheoriginalstoryonwhichSteinbeckbasedhisown,thefisherseesthepearlasameansof

savinghissoulthroughthepurchaseofRomanCatholicmasses"sufficienttopophim outof

Purgatorylikeasqueezedwatermelonseed."(Purgatory,inCatholicism,isthetemporaryplaceor

conditionwheretherepentantsinnerisabsolvedafterdeath,andwheremortalsinsarepunished

beforethesoulcanattainsalvation.)Whenthefisherdecidestothrowthepearlback,hefeelslikea

"freeman"despitetheinsecurityofbothhissoulandhisfuture.

Inthenovel,Kinosaysthatthepearlhasbecomehissoul.ThiscloselyechoestheGospelAccording

toMatthewintheNewTestament,inwhichtheKingdom ofHeaveniscomparedtoa"pearlofgreat

price."Ifthepearlisseenasasymbolofsalvation,whatisthemeaningofitslossattheend?IsKino,

likethefishermanoftheoriginalstory,luckytoreturntoastateofsimplehumanhappinessand

poverty?Orishedeniedasoulaspunishmentforhisrelianceonmaterialthings,orforhisdaringto

overreachhislowlystatus?

InhisprefacetoThePearl,Steinbecksays:"Ifthestoryisaparable,perhapseveryonetakeshisown

meaningfrom it...."It'suptoyoutodecidewhetherthe

storyisaparable,andwhatmeaningyouderivefrom it.Inordertobeeffective,thetrueparableor

allegorymustattemptto resolveaconflictinsuchawaythataconsistentinterpretationor

conclusioncanbedrawn.Doyouthinkthereisonesuchconsistentmeaning?Or,doyouthinkthe

novelcanbeinterpretedonmanylevels?

.ASTEPBEYOND

TESTSANDANSWERS

TEST1

_____1.ThesongsinThePearlrepresent

A.unspokenfeelingsandemotions

B.dominationbytheSpanish

C.thepoetryKinohasinheritedfrom hisancestors

_____2.WhichofthefollowingsimilesdoesSteinbeckusetodescribetherelationshipofthe

townspeople?

A.Eachman'slifeislikeastationinGod'sarmy.

B.Thepearlislikeacurse.

C.Thetownislikeacolonialanimal.
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_____3.Afterfindingthepearlinthepath,Juanadidn'tthrowitbackinthewaterbecause

A.shewasafraidofgettinghitagain

B.Kinostoppedheragain

C.sheknewtheoldwaywasgonewhenshesawthedeadman

YourbrowserdoesnotsupporttheIFRAMEtag.

_____4.BeforeKinofindsthepearl,hislifemightbedescribedas

A.filledwithwantanddespair

B.simpleandrelativelycontent

C.monotonousanduncomfortable

_____5.Theimageofbigfisheatinglittlefishissymbolicoftherelationshipbetweenthe

A.SpanishandtheIndians

B.pearlbuyersandtheirunseenboss

C.trackersandKino

_____6.WhichofthefollowingreligiousreferencesisnotappropriatetoThePearl?

A.theAbraham andIsaacstory

B.themiracleoftheloavesandthefishes

C.theexpulsionfrom theGardenofEden

_____7.WhenKinopunchesthedoctor'sgate,youcantellhe

A.hasplannedtheactionofprotestfrom thebeginning

B.hasbeenprovokedtothiskindofviolentexpressionbefore

C.surpriseshimselfwiththeviolenceofhisreaction

_____8.Inthestoryofthetwovillagerswhohadgonetothecapitaltosellpearls,itwascertainthat

theyhad

A.fledwiththeprofits

B.beenintheemployoftheSpanish

C.neverbeenseenagainthat

_____9.Thedoctor'sactionsaremeanttosuggestthat

A.thisisthewaytheSpanishgenerallytreattheIndians

B.heisincompetentandhasnobusinesstreatingthebaby

C.heisdifferentfrom theotherSpanish
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_____10.WhichofthefollowingisnottrueaboutKino'scanoe?

A.Itwaspasseddowntohim from hisgrandfather.

B.Ithadbeenblessedbythepriest.

C.ItwastheonethingofvalueownedbyKino.

11.WhyisKino'sdream ofeducatingCoyotitosuchadangerousone?

12.WhatroledoesJuanTomasplay?

13.Explainthesymbolism ofthepearl.

TEST2

_____1.WhenKinosaid,"Iam aman,"Juanaknewthismeantthathe

A.nolongerneededher

B.wouldleavetheoldwayoflife

C.washalfinsaneandhalfgod

_____2.SteinbeckuseswhichofthefollowingimagesinhisdescriptionoftheIndiantrackersto

suggestthattheyweredehumanized?

A.exciteddogs

B.cryingcoyotes

C.scavengerbirds

_____3.KinobeatsJuanaforstealingthepearlbecause

A.shehasdisobeyedhim

B.heractionshavethreatenedhisdream

C.shehasoversteppedherplaceasawoman

_____4.From hisexperiencesintheworld,Kinolearnsthatthe

A.establishedsystem isthebestwayofdoingthings

B.potentialforevillieswithineveryone

C.priestwasrightallalong

_____5.WhichofthefollowingimagesdoesSteinbeckusetodescribeKinoandJuanawhenthey

returntothevillageattheend?

A.scorpions

B.scuttlingcrabs

C.towersofdarkness

_____6.Thepriest'svisittoKino'shutisunusualbecause
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A.thepriestrarelyvisitedtheIndians

B.KinowasnotRomanCatholic

C.itwasSunday
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_____7.Whichofthefollowingiscentraltothethemeofappearancevs.reality?

A.themiragesontheGulf

B.theimageofthemountains

C.thedeceitofthepearlbuyers

_____8.WheneverKinodealswiththeSpanish,hefeels

A.disgustandsuperiority

B.pityandcontempt

C.fearandanger

_____9.JuanTomashesitatestohelpKinobecausehe

A.thinksKinoiswrongtochallengethesystem

B.isafraidthetroublecausedbythepearlwillspreadtohim

C.believeshelpingisnotpartofIndiancustoms

_____10.TheextensiveuseofanimalimageryinChapterVIsuggeststhatKino

A.hasbeendehumanizedbytheordealofthepearl

B.isnowoutsideofthenaturalworld

C.isworthlessthanananimal

11.Chooseonebiologicalcomparisonfrom ThePearlandexplainitsuse.

12.SomereadersseeThePearlasanallegoryongreed.Supportorrefutethisinterpretation,citing

examplesfrom thenovel.

13.Howdoesthepointofview(narrative)ofThePearlworktomakethestoryseem likearetoldtale?

ANSWERS

TEST1

1.A

2.C

3.C
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4.B

5.A

6.B

7.C

8.C

9.A

10.B

11.Therulingclass,descendedfrom theSpanish,controlledtheIndiansbykeepingthem poorand

ignorant.IfCoyotitoweresenttoschooltolearn"whatisinthebooks,"hecouldchallengethe

authorityofthesystem.HecouldalsoeducatetheotherIndiansandmakethem awareofwaysthey

mightfighttheiroppressors.

Onescenethatmightbeusefultoreviewisthedoctor'svisittoKino'shutinChapterVI.There,you

seefirsthandhowthedoctormanipulatesKinothroughtheIndian'signorance.Kinowantstothrow

thedoctorout,buthecan'tbecausehedoesn'tknowifthedoctorislyingabouttheeffectsofthe

scorpionsting.Thedoctorwouldnothavebeenabletocarryoffthecapsulescenewithaneducated

person.ItisthiskindofcontrolovertheIndiansthateducatingCoyotitowouldchange,anditistoo

threateningfortheSpanishupperclasstoallow.

Anothersceneyoumightwanttoreviewisthesceneatthepearlbuyers.Kino'speoplehavebeen

dealingwithpearlsforcenturiesandcertainlyknowthelookofavaluablepearl.Yettheyallowthe

pearlbuyers'trickstomakethem doubttheirownjudgment.IfCoyotitowereeducated,hewouldbe

inapositiontofightsuchfinancialexploitation.

YourbrowserdoesnotsupporttheIFRAMEtag.

12.JuanTomasisthevoiceoftheIndianswhohavesurvivedoppression,thevoiceofexperience.

Hedoesn'ttrytostopKinofrom makingthedream ofthepearlcometrue,buthedoestrytowarn

Kinothathehasoverestimatedthepowersoffriendshipandunderestimatedthedangersagainst

him.

OneplacetolookfordetailsisthetriptothepearlbuyersinChapterIV.Ontheway,JuanTomas

reviewsthesituationandwarnsKinothathemightbecheated.Healsotriestoputtheeventinthe

contextoftradition.ItisherethatJuanTomasremindsKinoofthepriest'ssermonaboutothermen

whohavesoughttobypassthepearlbuyers.Lateron,whenKinosayshewillgotothecapital,Juan

Tomaswarnshim thathewillbeleavingfamilyandfriends.Hereyouseetheconceptofmitierra,

theancientattachmenttotheplaceofbirth,spokenbyJuanTomas.Heisthespokesmanfor

traditionalIndianways.

13.Thepearlfunctionsasasymbolonmanylevels.Inyouranswer,youmaywanttoconsiderthe
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pearlasasymbolofhumangreed,dreamsofthefuture,andthehumansoul.Theideaofhuman

greedisfirstdevelopedatthebeginningofChapterIIIwiththedescriptionofthepearl'seffectonthe

peopleofthetown.Indiscussingdreamsofthefuture,includethelistofKino'sdreamsorvisions,as

relatedinChapterIII.ForKinothepearlisthekeytoattainingthesedreams.Intermsofthehuman

soul,beforeKinoleavesforthemountains,hetellsJuanTomas,"Thispearlhasbecomemysoul."

ThismaymeanthatthepearlanditsvisionshavetakenoverKino'struesoul,drivinghim togo

againsthopelessforcesandtosacrificehisownfamily.ItmayalsomeanthatKino'sonlyhopefor

dignity(hisownandhispeople's)liesinthepearl,andwithoutitheislessthanaman.

Whateveraspectofthepearl'smeaningyoudiscuss,youshouldaccountforthesignificanceof

Kino'sthrowingitbackinthewaterattheend.Also,besuretoincludeinyouranswerthecontrast

betweenthepearl'sgreatvalue,beauty,andpromiseanditsultimateroleasacatalystofenvy,greed,

anddestruction.

TEST2

1.C

2.A

3.B

4.B

5.C

6.A

7.A

8.C

9.B

10.A

11.TherearetwomainbiologicalcomparisonsinThePearl.Onecomparestheeffectofthepearlto

thescorpion'spoisonatthebeginningofChapterIII.Thiscomparisonsuggeststhatgreedandevil

arepossiblewithineachpersonandcancometothesurfaceundercertaincircumstances.Thepearl

isacatalystthatbringsoutsuchcharacteristicsinpeople.Steinbeckmightevenbesuggestingthat

thetendencytogreedandevilisinborn,apartofhumannature.

Theotherbiologicalcomparisonequatesthetownwitha"colonialanimal."Thismetaphorreinforces

Steinbeck'sclaim thathumans,aswellasotherspecies,areinterconnected.Nothinghappenstoone

person(apartofthevillage)alone.Forexample,Kinoalonefindsthepearl,butthepearlaffects

everyoneinthevillage.Thevillageitselfbehaveslikeasingleorganism whosesingleparts(each

inhabitant)reacttoastimulusandtogethercontributetothereactionofthewhole(thevillage).

12.Thegreedthatyouwitnessthroughoutthenovel,alongwithKino'sfinalgestureofrenunciation,

certainlysuggestthatthenovelcanbereadasawarningabouttheburdenofmoneyand

possessions.ThevaluablepearlbringsKinoandhisfamilytodestruction.Thereare,however,points

ofconflictingevidencetosuggestthebeneficialaspectsofmaterialwealth.Forexample,Steinbeck

suggeststhatgreedispartofhumannatureandthatithasbothgoodandbadaspects.Greed
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makesamanlookbeyondhimselftolargerpossibilities,aswellasmakinghim greedycovetthe

thingsofothers.Onthepositiveside,itisagoodsignthathumanbeingsarealwayseagerfor

improvementsintheirlives.Thishelpstoassuretheprogressofhumanity.

Asasecondexample,KinoishumiliatedandpowerlessinthefaceofthepeopleofSpanishdescent.

IfSteinbeckweretryingtomakeantimaterialism hismajortheme,heprobablywouldnothavemade

Kino'sfearandrageseem sojustifiedaresponsetooppression.

13.Technically,thestoryofKinoistoldbyathird-person,omniscientnarrator.Thisnarratorspeaks

from adistance,especiallyintheintroductionandattheend,togivethefeelingofanold,retoldtale.

Inotherwords,ratherthanhearingafirsthandstorythatthenarratorhaspersonallyexperienced,you

arehearingastorytoldtothenarrator.Asthenovelprogresses,thepointofviewsometimes

becomesmoreimmediateinordertotakethereaderintotheaction(thewayamoviecameradoes

whenitzoomsinclose).Itseemsasifthenarratorisrelatingtheeventsastheyarehappening.In

ChapterVI,forexample,youseem tobedirectlyinvolvedintheflightofKinoandJuana.Throughout

ThePearl,thenarratormovesbackandforthbetween"close-up"actionanddistantstorytelling

THEMES

1.ExplainthethemeofclassstruggleinThePearl.

2.DiscussthedevelopmentofsocialconsciousnessinThePearl.

3.Developonethemethatmightcomefrom afeministreadingofThePearl.

4.Howisthethemeofappearancevs.realitydevelopedinthenovel?

5.Describetheroleofreligion,ingeneral,andtheCatholicChurch,inparticular.

6.DiscussThePearlasananticapitalistnovel.

•FORM ANDSTRUCTURE

1.Discusshowtheparableform isusedinThePearl.

2.DiscusstheuseofSteinbeck'sprefaceasatechniqueinthenovel.Whatisitspurposeandeffect?

3.DescribethebiblicalmotifsinThePearlandexplaintheireffects.

4.Describethebiologicalmetaphorofthe"colonialanimal"inThePearlandexplainitspurpose.

GLOSSARY-VOCABULARYLIST
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ALGAE-Waterplantswithouttruerootsorstems,suchasseaweed.

BOUGAINVILLAEA-Tropicalshrubwithinconspicuousflowerssurroundedbylargepurpleorred

leaves.

BULWARK-Awall-likestructure,likeabreakwater,raisedfordefense.

CACTI-Pluralofcactus,athornydesertplant.

CATALYST-Something(orsomeone)thathastensorbringsaboutachangeoraresult.

CONFESSION-IntheCatholicChurchtheadmissionofsinstoapriestinordertogainforgiveness.

EGGSHELLCHINA-Verydelicateporcelainthatissothinitistranslucent.

ESCARPMENT-Steepslopeformedbyerosionorabreakintheearth.

ESTUARY-Widemouthofariverwheretheseatidemeetstherivercurrent.

INCANDESCENCE-Emissionbyahotbodyofradiationthatmakesitvisible.

INDIGENE-Nativeplantoranimal.

LEGERDEMAIN-Deceptiveperformancethatdependsonmanualdexterity;trickeryordeceit.

MANGROVES-Tropicaltreesandshrubsthattendtogrowtogetherinthickmassesinswampy

areas.

MONOLITHIC-Madefrom asinglepieceofstone;suggestinganunyieldingquality.

PEARLOFTHEWORLD-Idealpearl;largestandmostbeautifulpearlintheworld.

POULTICE-Moistmassofclothorvegetablematter(likeherbs)appliedtoasoreorinflammation

formedicinalpurposes.

PRECIPITATE-Toseparatethesolidpartoutfrom asolutionorthesubstanceseparatedout.

PULQUE-Fermenteddrinkmadefrom agaveplants,popularinMexico.

SEEDPEARLS-Verysmallpearlsthatresemblegrainorseedsinsizeandform.

STATION(OFTHEVIRGIN)-ShrinededicatedtotheVirginMary,towhichreligiouspilgrimagesare

made.

SUPPLIANT-Onewhoasksearnestlyorbegs.

WINCHESTERCARBINE-Short-barreled,lever-actionrifleusuallyusedfordeerandbiggame,

famousforitspowerandaccuracy.

REFERENCE



isabokemicah@gmail.com

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,College,HighSchool,PrimaryNotes&RevisionKits 0714497530

THECRITICS

THESOURCEOFTHEPEARL

SteinbecknurturedthefableheheardinMexicofouryearsbeforeheconsciouslybegantodevelopit.

Themoral-thatthefinderofthepearlwouldbe"free"onlywhenhewasridofit-probablywasthe

originalinspirationbecauseitaccordedwithSteinbeck'searlierbeliefsthatmoneyandpossessions

areanintolerableburden,thoughhehimselfsawnoconflictincarryingthatburden.Asheimagined

thecharactersinvolved,theygrewandchangedshape;theybecamepartofSteinbeck'sstoryas

distinctfrom thelegend.Inchanging,ofcourse,theyalsoshapedthestoryintosomethingunlikethe

taleasSteinbeckfirstheardit.

RichardO'Connor,JohnSteinbeck,1970

STEINBECK'SSTYLE

Howevermeaningfultheparableofthepearlmaybeintheabstract,Steinbeck'ssuccessinfleshing

outthisparabletothedimensionsofacredible,forcefulhumanadventureultimatelyrestsonhis

prosestyle,whichisflexibletotheextentthathereasinmostofhisothernovelsitbecomes

techniqueaswellasmedium.Itiscapablenotonlyofcreatinganauraofsymbolicsuggestion,but

alsoofrenderingdetailsintermsofacamera.

PeterLisca,TheWideWorldofJohnSteinbeck,1958

THEPEARLASSENTIMENTAL

SteinbeckistryinginThePearltocreateadramaofthegrowthofconsciousresponsibility,but

Kino'sactofthrowingawaythepearldoesn'tsettlethingsforhim asitdidforthelegendary

fisherboy.Thesourceofferedaperfecttaleofamanwhoconsciouslyweighedtheoddsandchose

hardworkandpovertyoverbeingpesteredallthetime-astorythatwouldhavemadeawonderfully

tough-mindedcompanionpiecetoCanneryRow.

Steinbeck,however,decidedtogivethelegendsomesentimentaltwistswithoutrealizingallthe

revisionsthathisfirstchangeswouldnecessitate.Perhapssuchabasicallyfantastic,sentimental

storydoesnotwarrantsuchstrongcondemnation;butThePearlhasbeenwidelyusedasan

introductiontofiction,anditprovidesthekindofintroductionthatisadisservicetoitsauthor-who

wrotemuchbetter,controlledworks-andtofictionitselfbyfailingtosuggestthetough-minded

complexityofthegreatestexamplesoftheart.

WarrenFrench,JohnSteinbeck,1975

THEPEARLASANALLEGORY

Kinoisidentifiedsymbolicallywithlowanimalorders:hemustriseearlyandhemustrootinthe

earthforsustenance;butthesimple,pastorallifehasthebeautyofthestars,thedawn,andthe

singing,happybirds.YetprovidedalsoisarealisticdescriptionofvillagelifeonthefringeofLaPaz.
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Finally,weshouldobservethattheallegorytoohasbegun.Thefirstsentence-"Kinohasawakenedin

theneardark"-isastatementofmultipleallegoricalsignificance.Kinoiswhatmodernsociologists

arefondofcallingaprimitive.Assuch,hecomesfrom asocietythatisinitsinfancy;or,to

paraphraseSteinbeck,itisinthedarkornear-darkintellectually,politically,theologically,and

sociologically.Butthethirdsentencetellsusthattheroostershavebeencrowingforsometime,and

wearetounderstandthatKinohasheardthecockofprogresscrow.Hewillbegintoquestionthe

institutionsthathavekepthim primitive:medicine,thechurch,thepearlindustry,thegovernment.

Theallegoryoperatesthenlocally,dealingwithatfirstoneperson,Kino,andthenwithhispeople,the

MexicanpeasantsofLowerCalifornia.Buttheallegoryworksalsouniversally,andKinoisEveryman.

Thedarknessinwhichheawakesisoneofthespirit.Thecockcrowisoneofwarningthatthespirit

mustawaketoitsowndangers.

HarryMorris,"ThePearl:Realism andAllegory"from Steinbeck:ACollectionofCriticalEssays,1972

TranscriptofLiteraryDevicesinThePearl

LiterarydevicesinThePearl.SimlieMetaphorThisishowbigthepearlwaswhenKinoopenedit.He

saysiswasaverylargepearl"Itwasaslargeasasea-gull'segg."Page26."Hewasananimalnow,

forhiding,forattacking,andhelivedonlytopreservehimselfandhisfamily."Page69.Thisquoteis

ametaphorbecauseitiscomparingKinotoananimalwhoprotectshisfamily.Personification"The

nervesofthetownwerepulsingandvibratingwiththenews"Page27Thisquoteispersonification

becauseitsaysthatthetownwaspulsingandvibratingbuttownscantdothat.Theauthorwas

givingthetownahumancharcteristic.SymbolThescorpionsymbolizesevilbecauseCoyotitowas

stunginChapter1andscorpionsaregenerallythoughtofasevil.Thisstartsdestructioninthe

familywhichledstoKino'saccidents.


